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THE SERVICE OF THE DAY 


Was conducted in the following ORDER: 


The Rev. Mr. UND EAW OO began with Prayer and reading the 
Scriptures. 


The Rev. Mr. G. Harver, delivered the Introductory Diſcourſe, 

The Rev. Mr. GR Ax received the Call of the Church, and pro- 
poſed the uſual Queſtions, when 

The Rev. Mr. LAM gave a Confeſſion of Faith. 

The Rev. Mr. Duncan offered the Ordination Prayer, attended 
with impoſition of hands. | 

The Rev. Mr. SMALL gave the Shade 

The Rev. Mr. W. HE Av EY offered the Interceſſory Prayer. 


The Rev. Mr. SALTREN having delivered the Ordination Sermon 
 , wholly extempore, did not conſent to publiſh it. But on the appli- 
cation of the church at Weymouth, the Rev. Mr. Roc ERS conſen- 
ted for his Diſcourſe, delivered in the evening of the ſame day, to 
be printed. | 


The Rev. Mr, Wrikxins (Paſtor of the Church) concluded . 
whole with Prayer. 


INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE. 


Ir has given me great concern that our dear Brother, (the Rev. 


Iſaac Tozer of Taunton) to whom application was firſt made to 

engage in this. part of the ſolemn work of this day, has been 

prevented from undertaking it. The work is entirely new to 
me ; and, as circumſtances ſtood, I could not receive as early a 

notice reſpecting it, as I could have wiſhed. I muſt, therefore, 

dear. Brother, earneſtly beg our candor, and every proper 

allowance from my auditors at /arge, whilſt I would addreſs 
myſelf to the preſent ſervice. 

The particular deſign of the ſervice, that now devolves upon 
me, is briefly to explain the more immediate occaſion of our 
aſſembling here to-day. In conformity, therefore, with this 
defign, permit me to ſay a few things relative to the conflitution 
and rights of the Goſpel. Church, and the buſineſs of an Ordination, 
as generally conducted among Proteſtant-Diſſenters of the 
Independent Denomination. 

I. With reſpect to the nature of a Goſpel- Church, it is juſtly 
obſerved that (e XAT TIA) the word, which we tranſlate church, 
(if we regard only its etymology) ſignifies any kind of aſſembly, 
whether lawful or unlawful: and, in this ſenſe, it is once uſed 
even in ſcripture, vid: Acts, 19, 32—39. But, when it reſpects 
the objects of the neww covenant, it 1s to be underſtood in the 
following different ſenſes in the New Teſtament; as, e. g. [is 

ſometimes to be underſtood of the whole myſtical body of Chriſt, of 
all the objedts of everlaſting love, whether in heaven, on earth, 
or yet unborn : Heb. 12, 23. Col. 1. 20, And the term is 
ſometimes uſed, in ſcripture, to expreſs, in à collective wiew, 
all the diſtin communities of grace 7hroughout the world, as 
being one joint intereſt and kingdom of the great Redeemer; Acts, 20, 
28. 1, Cor. 12, 28. 13, by F900. 3, 15; * 
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But there is another acceptation of the term church, with 
which we are more particularly concerned at preſent, and 
which is, alſo, very frequent in the New Teſtament. It Ggnifies 
e. g. a particular aſſembly of profeſſed Chriſtians, united in 


_ « the faith, and by mutual voluntary conſent, in order to their 


* having communion with one another in all the holy ordi- 
* nances of Chriſt's appointment; with a deſign hereby to 
te glorify his great name, to propagate his goſpel and intereſt 
* in the world, and to promote their mutual edification in that 


„ moſt holy faith, which is founded on ſcripture revelation.” 


Every ſuch religious embodied ſociety of Chriſtians we 
believe to be a diſtin, viſible, goſpel- church. This, indeed, 


_ evidently appears from the New Teſtament ; vid: 1. Cor. 1. 12. 
Such were tbe churches to whom the apoſtolical epiſtles were 


written; and there were ſometimes ev, of theſe churches in 
the ſame province, Gal. 1. 2. A number of Chriſtians aſſembled 
for divine worſhip in a dwelling-houſe, is in ſcripture called a 
church, Rom. 16. 5. And a church is ſpoken of as © coming 
* together into one place, 1 Cor. 14, 23. From theſe circumſtan- 
ces, therefore, we aſſert that a goſpel-church does not conſiſt in 
conſecrated walls : for. a material building cannot be called a 
church but only in an inproper and relative ſenſe, as the edifice 
in which ſuch a religious aſſembly meet for the divine purpoſes 
above ſpecified ; nor does it conſiſt in any political eſtabliſhment ; 


but it is compoſed of ſuch perſons as are © called to be ſaints, and 
walk together in the ſtatutes and ordinances ofthe Lord.” Acts, 


2, 47; 9, 31. | gh | | 

II. We, alfo, aſſuredly believe, that as Chriſt is the Bead of 
the univerſal church, ſo igſe ſeparate churches ſubſiſt only by 
his authority, Epbes. 1, 22, 23; 5, 23, 24: Matt. 23, 8, 9. 


He is the appointed head, he is the only head of the church that 


God hath made. All the materials of the church are of his 
making; yea, the very being of it takes its riſe from him. 


And, as the head of government, he gives laws and ordinances 


to his church. As head of the church, he has commanded us to 
* call no man, or ſet of men, fathers or maſters on earth,” 
Matt. 23, 9. From this precept we underſtand it to be our 
duty, to acknowledge no authority of any men in matters of 


religion; but to“ remember that one only is our maſter and 


Iawgiver, even Chriſt; and that all Chriftians are brethren,” 
having no dominion over one another in this reſpect. Though 
the princes of the gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, and 
they, who are great, exerciſe authority upon them, yet (our 
Lord ſaith) it ſhall not be ſo amongſt you,” Matt. 20, 25, 26. 
From a conſcientious regard then, to his command, we deny, 
diſclaim, and renounce all authority in matters purely religious, 
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but that of our ſovereign © Lord, and the great biſhop of our 
ſouls,” 1 Pet. 2, 25. | 

III. Since Chrift then, is the head of government to his 
church, we may conclude that he has . . 0 ſome particular 
form by which every ſeparate goſpel-church thall be governed. 
and that he has ſpecified its proper officers in his evord. And 
this ſeems to be a very reaſonable concluſion, if we only confider 
that Chriſt, as the head of the church, is not the author ef 
confuſion, but of order and peace, 1 Cor. 14, 33. and ſurely we 
cannot ſuppoſe that, after he had given himſelf for bis church, 
he would leave its formation and the manner of its government 
to the © imaginations of men, which are evil, arid only evil, 
and that continually,” Gen. 6, 5; 8, 21. Accordingly we find 
that there is a particular form of church- government exhibited 
and repreſented in ſcripture, which we think to be ſtrictly 
congregational and independent. Chriſt has, alſo, ſupplied 515 
church with proper officers. After his aſcenſion, he raiſed up 
ſome extraordinary officers for extraordinary work, viz: to 
plant and propagate chriſtianity in the world; ſuch, e. g. as 
the twelve Apoſtles, the Evangeliſts, &c. But theſe men (it 
is obvious) were no part of Chriſt's proviſion in behalf of goſpel- 
churches, in order to their being duly organized, and furnithed 
for ftated edification ; for, in the very nature of things, their 
office- power and work died with them. 98 

With reſpect then, to the fared officers, whom Chriſt hath 
appointed for every church, we .read of none in the New 
Teſtament, but what may be comprehended under two general 
characters, viz: that of Biſbops, Pre/byters, or Elders, to whom 
belong the adminiſtration of the word and ſacraments, and 
preſiding in church aflembhes in matters both of worſhip and 
diſcipline, Ephes. 4, 1: 1 Pet. 5, 1. and zhat of Deacons, who 
are to take care of the temporal concerns of the church, “ to 
_ ſerve tables,” i. e. the table of the Lord, of the miniſter, and 

of the poor. . ; 

Theſe two characters or claſſes, we think, coroprehend al/ 
the ſtated officers whom Chriſt hath appointed for his church. 
This, indeed, very clearly appears from ſcripture. For we have 
mention of no 9/er officers in Paul's firſt epiftle to Timothy, 

which was written on purpoſe to © inſtruct Timothy, that he 
might know how to behave in a church of Chriſt,” 1. Lim. 3. 
15. And we find, in fact, that there were uo other offieers in 
Bee church at Philippi than Paſtors and Deacons, Philipians 1, 1. 

'rom whence we cannot but think ourſelves perfectly juſtified 
in concluding, that no other officers in a church of Chriſt, are 
of divine appointment. - | 1 
With regard to Biſhops, Preſbyters, or Elders, and in ſhort, 
all the various characters under which chriſtian miniſters are 
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repreſented in the New Teſtament, we aflert that they are 
ſynonymous, and belong to one and the ſame office. This, we 
think, appears in the cleareſt manner from ſcripture-evidence. 
Thus, e. g. the Apoſtle deſcribing what ought to be the 
qualifications of Pre/byters or Elders, gives this reafon why the 
qualifications, which he ſpecifies, were requiſite, viz : becauſe 
a Biſbop ought to poſſeſs them. Ordain Elders in every city, 


if any be blameleſs, &c. for a 7 075 muſt be blameleſs, Tit. 
e 


1. 5—7. Now it is evident, that the Apoſtle muſt here mean 
the ſame perſon and office by Elder and Biſbop; for otherwiſe, 
the force of his reaſoning is entirely deſtroyed, and the conſe- 
quence which he draws, is abſurd. Many other paſſages might 
be produced from the New Teſtament, which, in our judg- 
ment, plainly prove the ſame thing; but this is not neceſſary 


on the preſent occaſion. We ſhall only obſerve, therefore, in 


general, that Bithops and Elders are ſynonymous ; becauſe we 
invariably find in ſcripture, that their function, their gualifica- 
tions and characters, their duties, account, and reward were all 
the ſame; vid: Acts, 20, 17; 18, 28: 1 Pet. 5, 1—3, &c, 


Nor can a ſingle paſſage be produced from the New Teſtament, 


wherein there is any mention made, or even the moſt diſtant 
intimation given, of any inequality or preference in office amongſt 
them. As to the term Pref, it is juſtly obſerved, that it is 


never applied, in the New Teſtament, to vuiniſters as diſtin- 


guiſhed frem other chriſtians; for the prieſtly office is forever 
aboliſhed ſince Chriſt offered up himfelf ; the office has a rela- 
tion to /acrifice, and the application of the term to chriftian 
miniflers, as is well known, is to be accounted for from the 
popiſh doctrine of the ſacrifice of the maſs, and of a real ſacri- 
fice in the Euchariſt, or Lord's-Supper. | OE. 

With reſpect to the neceſſary qualifications of theſe Biſhops, 
Preſbyters, or Elders, I would obſerve orly in general, that they 
ought to be men formed for this office by the Holy Spirit; for 
none cag, be truly ſuch, but thoſe, who are thus formed. They 
muſt bc real chriſtians, partakers divine grace, regenerated 
and ſanctified by the ſpirit of Chriſt : this we think to be 


_ effentially neceſſary, ſo, that no perſon ought to engage in the 


work of the ſanQuary without it. But yet every truly ſerious 
or gracious perſon is not fit to be a miniſter of the goſpel ; for 
miniſterial gifts, and ſome ſuitable qualifications to diſcharge 
the duties of ſuch a ſacred office, appear to us to be alſo, ſo far 


neceſſary, as that none can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have a 
divine call to it without them; vid: 2 Tim. 2, 2: 1 Tim. 3, 


2: Acts. 20, 17-28. They muſt be voluntarily inclined to give 
themſelves up to the Lord in this ſacred employment, in 
preference to every one beſides. And they ſhould have a free 
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opening made to them by providence to the office itſelf, &c. 
And 20 the paſtoral charader, we preſume, are neceſſary, the 
choice and 1nvitation of a particular church, and the miniſter's 
acceptance thereof. 

IV. We afert that every diſtin church has a full and abſolute 
right to chuſe its own officers. This appears highly reaſonable, 
For ſurely (as it is obſerved with great propriety) it would be 
ſtrange indeed if thoſe, to whom the laws of the land have 
wiſely reſerved a liberty of chufing for themſelves who ſhall 
be their Lawyer or Phyſician, &c. ſhould not, when in church- 
fellowſhip, have a power, by the laws of Chriſt, to chuſe their 
own Paſtor. It is evidently the language of reaſon, that the 
guides of our /ou/s ſhould be choſen by ourſelves : for this is a 
matter of much greater importance to us than any thing earth 
can be; and it is an affair in the ſucceſs of which none can be 
ſo much concerned as ozr/efves, becauſe it is of ourſelves that 
God will expect a final account. | __ » 

Accordingly we find that this was the practice of the church 
in the apoſtolic times. We never read of patrons in the divine 
word : there is not even the ſhadow of an inſtance therein to 
be found, in which miniſters were impoſed on the people 
without their own conſent, much leſs againſt their will and 
inclination. The holy Apoſiles themſelves, with all their extraor- 
dinary authority, never pretended to this power : for it appears 
that even in the caſe of Deacons, they referred the matter to 
the church. © Brethren (ſay they) looł ye out among you ſeven 
men of honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom, 
whom we may appoint over this bzfineſs; and the ſaying 
pleaſed the 2vho/e multitude, and they (i. e. the multitude) choſe 
Stephen,” &c. Acts. 6, 3, 5. Here then, it is worthy of 
obſervation, that though all the twelve Apoſtles were preſent, 
they did nothing by themſelves in this bufineſs, even though 
they were under a moſt plentiful effuſion of the Holy Spirit, fo 
as to be able 7 make an mfallible choice. And ſurely, if they 
did not impoſe lower and leſs important officers on the cHurch, 
it is not reaſonable to imagine that they would impoſe Paffors 
on them, in whoſe gifts, graces, and work, the people were 
much ore nterefted. Accordingly we find that they did 70z 
aſſume this authority. For the people actually uſed the ſame 
Liberty in the choice of their Elders or Paſtors, as appears from 
Acts. 14, 23, © and when they had ordained them Elders in 
every church, and had prayed with faſting,” &. They 
ordained Preſbyters in every church :” ſo it is rendered in our 
preſent tranſlation. But it is well known that the genuine 
ſignification of the original word (ya1g070v478v78s) ig to confli- 
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tute them fuch by the general ſuffrage of the people, which it x 
common to ſignify by lifting up, or ſtretching forth, the hand. 
And thus it was rendered in all our old Engliſh bibles, till a 
later correction took place; and the marginal notes were left 
aut, which affirm that © the Apoſtles did not impoſe Paſtors on 
* the church, through any ſuperiority which they aſſumed 
< over the churches, but only placed them there in compliance 
with the voice of the congregation.” And, indeed, the 
charge given to Chriſtians in ſcripture—*® to take heed what 
* they hear,” —© to beware of falſe prophets,” — not to Believe 
<* every ſpirit, but to zry the ſpirits,” &c. plainly proves that 
they have a right of judgment and of choice in- this matter, 
and that it is their duty to uſe this right which God bath given 
them. 6 
And this account of the right of the people to chuſe their 
own Paſtor is ſtill further ſupported by pofitrve and acknowledged 
fact. For it is remarked, and can be clearly proved, that there 
is no inſtance, during the three firſt centuries after Chrift, of 
any one being made a Biſhop or Paſtor, except by the election 
of the whole church. Yea, even in Rome itfelf, the people 
elected their own Bithop for ſeveral hundred years. If any one 
was created a Biſbop by imperial mandates, the people were 
enjoined to renounce him. vid: Towgood. | 
From all theſe grounds then, we affirm, that Paſtors and 
Teachers receive their call and commiſſion from the body of 
the people, and not from the Biſbops of the Eftabliſhed Church 
| in this land, or from the Paſtors or Preſbyters of other churches ; 
5 for a goſpel-charch is, in fact, totally independent on all ſuch 
| foreign authority, and poſſeſſes in itfelf a full right to chuſe 
its own Paſtor, &c. FE _ | 
V. When a Paſtor is thus choſen by a particular church, and 
has confirmed their choice by his own conſent, he is ſeparated 
or publicly ſet apart to this office ; which is generally called 
11 Ordination. Thus, e. g. this chriſtian church and congrega- 
1 tion have made choice of the Rev. Joszen Lams to be their 
F | Miniſter and Co-Paſtor with the Rev. JoszrH WiLkins, and 
he has accepted their invitation; as will be publicly recognized 
in the courſe of the ſolemnities of this day, We, therefore, as 
neighbouring miniſters, are come hither at their mutual requeſt, 
to aſſiſt in the performance of thoſe religious ſervices, which 
are uſual on ſuch an occafion, and which ſeem to us moſt 
conſiſtent with ſeripture-rule. It is readily admitted that the 
part, which, as miniſters, we take on this ſolemn occaſion, 
N does not conſtitute our Brother a Paſtor of this Church; ſo that 
it | their choice of him, confirmed by his own conſent, would not 
i have been valid without it. But yet we think that it is not 


690 

only agreeable to the ſcripture- rule, but highly expedient alſo, 
that as his miniſterial ads are to be public, ſo his entrance on 
his office ſhould likewiſe be public; and, in order thereto, 
that other Paſtors or Elders ſhould join in the ſolemn work of 
this day. We are here then, on the preſent occafion, to avow 
our hearty concurrence or harmony with this Church in their 
preſent choice; and we att as in their names, without any 
pretence of conveying any miniſterial or office-power, as from 
ourſelyes ; for this, we believe, is derived ſolely from Chrift 
and the choice of the people. On ſuch occaſions it is uſual to 
offer up earneſt prayer both for Paſtor and People, to give an 
exhortation to the Paſtor, and to deliver a ſermon. to the people 
and hearers in general. 

This method of Ordination, or public inveſtiture with the 
_ paſtoral office, we think valid and ſcriptural ; and conſequently 
we deny the neceſſity of epiſcopal ordination, according to the 
uſage of the Church of England. This indeed we conſider as 
contrary to ſcripture and primitive antiquity; for no Biſhops, or 
even Apoſtles themſelves aſſumed an excluſive right to give 
ordination. And to aſſert the necgſſity of epiſcopal ordination, 
appears to us highly uncharitable, becauſe it denies the validity 
of the miniſtry in all other Proteftant Churches at home and 
abroad. _ 

Our brethren in the Eſtabliſned Church, ftrenuoufly plead 
alſo, in favor of an uninterrupted lineal ſucceſſion of the epiſcopal 
order from the days of the Apoſtles. But this is no where en- 
tioned in ſcripture as neceſſary to render ordination valid. It 
appears to us that the Eſtabliſhed Church cannot prove that 
ſhe is poſſeſſed of it; and if the could, ſhe muſt have received 
it through the corrupt channel of the Church of Rome. But the 
fact is, that this ſucceſſion pleaded for, has often been inter- 
rupted by ſchiſms and oppoſitions in the community; for there 
have ſometimes been two and ſometimes even :hHree Popes at 
once. And befides, this would put it in the power of His 
order of men to deprive the church of God of the miniſtry of 
the word, which he has graciouſly inſtituted for its ſtanding 
edification. On theſe grounds then, as Proteſtant-Diſſenters, 
we think ourſelves fully juſtified both by ſcripture and reaſon, 
in the liberty which we have taken to form ourſelves into 
ſeparate churches, independent on the authority of the mini- 
ſters of the Eflabliſhed Church, and of thoſe of any other 
chureh whatſoever. 

Thus you have (what we think) a ſcriptural repreſentation 
of a chriſtian or goſpel-church;—Chrift is its only head; it is 
conftituted by his appointment, and, therefore, his laws ſhould 
be its only rules ;—we have mm what are the rights and juſt 
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claims of ſuch ſeparate religious bodies; What are New Teſta- 
ment-Biſhops or Paſtors ; and in what manner perſons ſhould 
be introduced into paſtoral relations. Let me be indulged with 
your patience a little Jonger, whilſt I offer a few remarks of a 
more practical nature, and which ſeem not to be unſuitable to 
the buſineſs of this day. And | 

1. The ſolemnities of an ordination to the goſpel miniſtry, 
ſhould ſurely remind us of that great ſalvation, which it is the 
grand deſign of the ever-blefſed God, by that miniſtry, to pub- 
liſh and proclaim. O that, on the preſent occaſion, we could 
feel our hearts ſuitably affected with the conſideration of God's 


ſovereignty in ſuffering the fallen angels to periſh, whilſt his 


«© thoughts towards ſuch guilty worms as we are, were thoughts 


of peace and not of evil.” Jer. 29, 11: 2 Pet. 2, 4. How 
aſtoniſhing the grace of the Father, that he ſhould give his own 


dear Son to ſutter and to die in our room and ftead, that we 
might not ſuffer that dreadful puniſhment which our fins ſo 
richly deſerved | How amazing the condeſcenſion and grace 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſo cheerfully undertook the work 
of mediation for us! And let us adore the love of the eternal 
Spirit in coming down to dwell in our guilty and polluted hearts, 


and effectually apply the dear Redeemer's purchaſe to our ſouls. © 


The Lord grant that each of us may feel the u force of this 
confideration, and that the moſt ardent praiſes for this condeſ- 
cenſion and love of God, Father, Son and Spirit, may this day 
aſcend from every heart, with divine acceptance, before the 
heavenly throne | And may the church and congregation, that 


uſually worſhip God in this place, feel their ſouls particularly - 


warmed and animated by this love | But 


2. We may hence, alſo, ſee the care which the bleſſed | 


Redeemer manifeſts towards bis goſpel-church, by the appoint- 
ment of a goſpel-miniſtry in it. Nothing can be more plain 
than that Chriſt has appointed a ſtanding goſpel-miniſtry in his 
church; as might be clearly proved from ſcripture, Surely 
then, it is a great mercy that the bleſſed Jeſus ſhould raiſe up 
men like yourſelves, whoſe ſpecial work it ſhall be to endeayour 


to inſtruct you in the things of God. How great is the mercy 


that he ſhould fo ſmile upon and bleſs their labors, as ever- 
laſtingly to ſave ſo many miſerable and periſhing creatures by 


them. And every ſuch day as this gives freſh occaſion to think 
upon it with gratitude, and to bleſs God for ſuch an appoint- 
ment. Let it be your chief concern that the great ends of the 


chriſtian miniſtry may be fully anſwered to your ſouls ; that b 


it you may be brought to the ſaving knowledge of the Redeemer; 


and thus be gradually preparing for the church triumphant 
above. The Lord grant that every individual preſent, may be 


brought to ſee the great importance of this! But 


n 
1 
7 


1 
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3. There is one thing more, which does not ſeem unſuitable 
on the preſent occaſion, viz: that we thould bleſs God for the 
peculiar and ſpecial advantages for improvements in grace and 
holineſs, which as Proteſtant-Diſſenters we conceive we enjoy, 
above our brethren in the Eſtabliſhed Church. Theſe advan- 
tages it is unneceſſary to enumerate in this place: thoſe, which 
have been already ſpecified in the preſent ſervice, are ſufficient 


for our purpoſe. Let us then, be thankful to God for, and 


diligent to the utmoſt to improve, the liberty which we enjoy 
of ſeparating from the rational church, and of worſhipping 
God in places of our own, in a manner agreeable to the dictates 
of our conſciences, and (as we think) to the rules of God's 
holy word. Surely we are under ſtrong obligations to greater 
and exemplary holineſs in conſequence of our ſuperior privi- 
leges; for nothing can be more equitable than © that, where 
© much is given, much ſhould alſo be required.” O let us be 


concerned then, ſo to conduct ourſelves, that it may appear to 


all around us, that we really wiſh and endeavour to imbibe the 
ſpirit, and copy the example of our bleſſed Lord, in every thing! 

Nor ſhould we forget, on the preſent occaſion, to be grateful 
alſo to our civil governors, the King, and thoſe in authority 
under him, through whoſe clemency under God we enjoy 
privileges far ſuperior to what our pious fore-fathers enjoyed 
in former reigns. And we ſhould teſtify our gratitude by 
approving ourſelves good ſubjects, endeavouring, to the utmoſt 
of our power, to promote the proſperity, and to preſerve the 
peace, of our land. _ 8 

And now I have only to add my earneſt prayer that all the 


remaining parts of this ſolemn ſervice may be attended with a 


divine unction: that a ſpirit of earneſt and prevailing prayer 
may be poured out; and that all the ſacred inſtructions to be 
delivered, may prove ſeaſonable, and be accompanied with a 
ſpecial power. May the ſolemn tranſactions of this day, lay a 


foundation for mutual happineſs both to Paſtors and people 


Here, and for eternal ſongs of praiſe in a better world! Amen 
and Amen, i 
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' QUESTIONS any ANSWERS 
BEFORE THE 


CONFESSION. 


Dear BROTHER, 


AGREEABLY to what has been ſaid, we do not pretend to 
have the leaſt ſuperiority over yoz, any authority over 2516 
Church, or power of ſettling a Miniſter among them: But, in 
conformity to a laudable practice, at your requeſt and that of 


this Church, we engage in the ſolemn work of this day. 


Now, to proceed i in an orderly manner, the following queſtions 
will be propoſed to this Church, and to the Rev. Joszen 
LAMB. | 

Will this Church be pleaſed to recognize their Call given to 
the Rev. Josten Lams, to the Paſtoral Office among them in | 
conjunction with the Rev. Mr. Wilkins? | 


[Here the Call was repeated by Mr. Miller, in the name of 
the Church] After which, Mr. Gray proceeded, 


I doubt not, my Brother, but you have juſt ſentiments of the 
Work of the Chriſtian Miniftry, and through providence and 
grace, that you poſſeſs qualifications for it; yet be pleaſed on 
this occaſion to expreſs, 

Queſt. 1. What are your views of the Office of a Chriftian 
Biſhop or Paſtor ? 

Anſ. From a conviction early in life of its being the moſt 
important of all employments; I long felt my heart ſtrongly 
inclined to devote myſelf wholly to the delightful work, before 
actually entering on it. Far from conſidering it merely as 3 
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genteel employment, or as an idle life, I believe its very eſſence 
to conſiſt in this. That it is a ſacred Office inſtituted by the 
Lord Jeſus, on the moſt urgent concerns between the Eternal 
Holy Gop, and ſhort-lived, finful man: -A Work which 
reſpects not the bodies of men, but purely inſtituted for 


the beneft of their fouls :—A Work peculiarly arduous 


and laborious. On a ſerious conſideration of it, I have 
frequently felt myſelf. neceſſitated to cry out, * © Who is ſuf- 
ficient for theſe things?“ But whilſt it is my defire, with deep 
humility, that it may be diſcharged with anxious ſeriouſneſs 
and pious zeal, may I find + © all my ſufficiency to be of God!” 
and may I continually find that his & © grace is ſufficient for 
me! 

Queſt. 2. What are the leading motives which induced you 
to deſire the miniſterial work? 

Anſ. I Hope I can appeal to the ſearcher of hearts, t hat theſe 
are my leading, my only motives.—From a heart- felt conviction 


of my ſinfulneſs by nature and practice, I well recollect the 


ſeaſon when I found ineffable delight on the ht views obtained 
by faith, of an atoning Saviour to deliver me. Confidering all 


my fellow-mortals, my brethren of mankind, as in the ſame 


awful circumſtances, whilſt unconvinced finners, I have a 
ſtrong deſire to proclaim to them t grace from whence ſpring 
all my own eternal hopes. Temporal honors 1 expect not: For 
worldly gains, am not conſcious that IJ have any anxious ſolici- 
tude. But I truſt that to ſee God glorified in the ſalvation of 
immortal ſouls, would afford me a pleafing, a moſt exalted 
ſatisfaction ; infinitely ſuperior to any ſpringing from temporal 
conſiderations. The free grace, the unmerited mercy of God, 


is the only ſource of my hopes; and,—as diſplayed through 


Chriſt's merits—the origin of my ſtrength. 
Queſt. 3. What are your reaſons for exerciſing your Miniſt 


among hie Proteſtant Diſſenters, rather than! in the eſtabliſhed 
Church? 


Anſ. My reaſons ſpring ſimply from one principle, grounded 
upon the words of our Lord —“ My kingdom is not of this 


world.” Whence I infer, that the Goſpel-kingdom—of which 
Jeſus Chriſt is alone the head—is purely ſpiritual i in itſelf, and in 
all its parts; therefore that human power and earthly wiſdom, 
only diſplay weakneſs and folly in ſuppoſing they promote its 


Intereſts by their feeble aid. I have neither averſion nor diſ- 


reſpect to the eſtabliſhed church, and I love, as fellow-chriſtians, 
all its conſciencions members. But, as a Chriſtian, I think 


— — — 


* 2 Corin, ii. 16. f 2 Corin. ii. 3. 5 Ibid, chap. xii. 9. 
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myſelf bound—from my allegiance to Chriſt to uſe the liberty 
of a Chriſtian ; therefore, I © call no man Mafter upon earth, 
for One is my Maſter, even Cbriſt.“ | | 
9 Whilſt the twentieth article ſays, © that the Church hath 
power to decree rites and ceremonies, and authority in contro- 
verſies of faith; ſuch a poſition appears to me completely ſet 
aſide by the current teſtimony of the Goſpel. Beſides, I appre- 
hend that in claiming ſuch authority, it ſeems to ſymbolize - 
too much with popery, in aſſerting a power over the conſcrence, 
which I cannot perceive that Chriſt has any where granted to 
1 any mortals. I am firmly perſuaded, from conſidering the 
5 real ſpirit of the Goſpel, its doctrines, and its genuine tendency | i 
that Jeſus Chriſt alone is the Lord of his own Church: that | 
none have any authority whatever to alter or add to his inſti- 
tutions: that the ſcriptures are completely ſufficient for edifi- 
cation and ſalvation, and contain the oy rule of chriſtian wor- 
* ſhip: and, that as none can be judged in my ſtead hereafter, 
ſo none have any right to chooſe my faith for me here. Con- 
vinced that every diſtinct church, or ſeparate chriſtian ſociety, 
has an indubitable ſcriptural liberty to chooſe its own paſtor, 
I accede to the unanimous invitation of this chriſtian ſociety to 
labor in that capacity among them, in connection with the 
Rev. Mr. W1LKins, their preſent Paſtor. And may it be for 
the promotion of real piety, goſpel charity, and our general 
comfort. © 
Queſt. 4. Your Fathers and Brethren preſent will be obliged 
buy hearing you expreſs your purpoſes as to faithfulneſs, diligence, 
and perſeverance ® | | 
Anſ. A humble diffidence of himſelf always becomes a 
ehriſtian, eſpecially a Miniſter: I therefore dare promiſe 
nothing in my own ſtrength. But by the help of divine grace 
I with to be faithful to Chriſt, in fidelity to the ſouls com- 
mitted to my care, and to © watch for them as one who am 
* to give account.” As far as a weak conſtitution will per- 
mit, I hope diligeniiy to give myſelf to the ſacred employment, 
for the good of this church and ſociety, over which © the Holy 
“ Ghoſt has made me the overſeer ;” and actively to exert 
myſelf, that Chriſt may be honored in my promoting the ſpi- 
ritual improvement of his myſtical body. ReſpeCting perſe- 


pO — 


* See particularly on this ſubjeQ, Peirce's vindication of the Diſſen- 

0 ters. Part ii. Chap. 1, &. Towgood's letters to White, 8vo. With 

1 the very excellent Introduction to the iſt vol. of Palmer's Non-confor- 
x milt's Memorial; and $ iv. and v. pa. $1—34- 


ately requeſt the ſerious prayers of all chriſtians preſent ; eſpe- 


CT 


verance in this blefſed work, I can only ſay, that my deſires 
are towards it, my heart is in it, my comforts are from it : and 
as my gracious God may deign to perfect his ſtrength in my 
weakneſs, I have a fincere with to“ ſpend and be ſpent” 
therein; to © labor in word and doctrine” as long as my life 
may be ſpared, without fainting in my great maſter's ſervice, 
nor ever, on any account, forſaking it. And here I affection- 


clally that my honored fathers and dear brethren in the miniſtry 
will ever aſſiſt me by their paternal advice and brotherly coun- 
cil, as they may at any time judge neceſſary; for my own 
perſonal happineſs, my miniſterial uſefulneſs, or the advance- 
ment of genuine religion in this part of our Lord's vineyard. 
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A 
CONFESSION or FAITH, 


DELIVERED AT 


WEYMOUTH, DORSET, 


APRIL 20, 1797. 


By JOSEPH LAMB. 


Lam not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power of God 
to Salvation to every one that believeth. 


St, ank. 3 „Chap. i. v. 16. 
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CONFESSION or FAITH, &:. 


* 


13 Stupendous fabric of Nature proves itſelf the product 
of glorious power, united with infinite wiſdom; ſo that 
whether the Univerſe be conſidered collectively, or in all its 
parts, I behold ſuch traces of mingled ability and ſkill, as at 
once lead me to adopt the apoſtolic conclufion, *—*© as every 
* houſe was builded by ſome man, ſo He that built all things 
« is GOD.“ | 8 

I believe that God is a Spirit, and that his exiſtence and 


attributes demand my devout attention: that God exiſted from 


eternity; that he muſt be /e/-exiftent and necefſarily-exiſtent, 


and that the evidences of his natural perfections and attributes 


are deducible from a ſerious attention to his works of Creation 


and Providence :—that God is 7mmutable, or, unchangeably 


the ſame—that he is infinite that we have alſo the cleareſt 
proofs of the Urry of Deity, or, that to us there is but ore 
God :—that this ſelf-exiſtent Being is an immaterial Spirit 
actually omnipreſent, almighty—onniſcient, and perfectly poſſeſſed 
in the higheſt degree—of all theſe natural attributes of Deity. 
The moral perfections of God furniſh me with freſh cauſe 
for encreaſing admiration ! Here I am called to conſider Viſdom 
which cannot be defeated ; Holineſs without a blot ; Tuftice 
ever properly diſplayed ; Truth without poſſibility of violation; 
together with Benevolence—Goodneſs— Mercy or Love exerted, 
in union with Righteouſneſs, for the benefit of all who truſt 
in God. On the whole, I feel myſelf ſo loſt in this depth of 


* Heb, ch. iii. v. 4, 


— 
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( 20) 
wonders, as to be conftrained to aſk, © Canft thou by ſearching 
« find out God? Canſt thou find out the Almighty to pertec- 
« tion.“ * | 
I believe that this glorious Ino vx firſt created the Univerſe 
by a word : that he ſpread abroad the firmament, in which he 
paces the heavenly luminaries which ſhine to his praiſe : that 
e kindled the Sun, lighted up the Moon, and placed the Stars 
as lamps to adorn his celeſtial palace. That he formed this 
globe, the Earth on which we dwell, and made it an habita- 
tion fit for Man's refidence :—that in the time which ſeemhed 
beſt to Deity, Man was formed from the duſt of the Earth, in 
the Image, and partaker of the Likeneſs of his glorious Cre a- 
TOR; that he was poſſeſſed of knowledge, righteouſneſs and 
holineſs, yet with the pgſſibility of falling : that he was placed 
on this earth the Ruler of the inferior creation ; But, that this 
Sun-ſhine of divine proſperity was clouded by the temptations 
of Satan, the grand Deceiver, who—under the form of a ſer- 
pent—ſeduced our firſt parents from their wonted allegiance ; 
and, by enticing them to fin, opened the fatal door to pain, 
intelicity and every degree of miſery : that, by this act of diſobe- 
_ dience, our original Progenitor loſt that image of God which 
had been his greateſt glory ; that he was a fallen creature; 
a partaker of ſpiritual, and liable to temporal and eternal death. 
Yet, that the all-wiſe Creator is without fault, in permitting 
him to fin, as Man was created a moral, free, or rohnitarp 
I believe that, in conſequence of this fin of Adam—who was 
our federal Head, and the Repreſentative of the whole human 
race—all his poſterity are conſidered as finners, that they are 
under the curſe of God's violated Law, and liable to con- 
demnation; bringing into the world with them a lamentable 
propenſity to evil, but poſſeſſed of an averſion from every thing 
really and ſpiritually good or which any way tends to God's 
glory, or their own real happineſs, _ 


I believe, that when Man was in this deſperate ſtate, he 
could not #yow God or properly obey him; therefore, that it 
was exceedingly probable that the Deity would favor him with 
a manifeſtation #1 his will, man's reaſon and conſcience being 
totally znſalſicient to inſtruct him in a knowledge of the 
Almighty or his obligations to him : I believe, that God was 
pleaſed to make ſuch a diſcoyery of his mind, in the revelation 
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5 * Job. xi. 7. | 
I Galatians iii Chapter, 10th and 13th verſes. 
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of truth : That this revelation is ſupported by the ftrongeſt 
evidences of its divine original, ſuperior to what any other 
ſyſtem of doctrines or morals ever poſſeſſed: That this revela- 
tion contains truths of ſuch a nature, as carry a conviction of 
their Divinity to every truly humbled mind : That it is com- 
prized in the writings of Moſes and the Prophets,—in the 
words of Chriſt when upon earth—and in the ſacred com- 
poſitions of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles ; or, in thoſe Books 
commonly ſtiled the Old and New Teſtament; and, that theſe 
inſpired Books contain every thing neceſſary for ſinful man to 
know, in order to his honoring God in this world, and being 
happy with him in the next: Or, all thoſe eſſentially neceſſary 
articles of Doctrine, Experience and Practice for the ſalvation 
of ſinners who believe it, and whoſe hearts have ſubmitted to 
its unerring inſtructions. I further believe, that in this ſacred 
Volume JEHOV AH has revealed himſelf—the Ore only living 
and true God—as ſubſiſting in a mode peculiar to himſelf; or, 
that Three diſtinct Perſons are declared to exiſt in the Unity of 
Deity : Indeed, that reſpecting the manner of exiſtence, as 
Scripture is filent, Reaſon can decide nothing: I believe, that 
this is wholly à truth of Revelation, which ought to be received 
upon the teſtimony of JEHOVAH himſelf; and, as ſach, 
that it is neither abſurd nor incredible, though attended with 
difficulties which tranſcend human comprehenfion perfectly to 
unravel. I believe that this is the oy /crip/ural view of the 
Infinite LORD; that therefore in honoring the SON and the 
SPIRIT equally as the FATHER, I am free from the charge 
of 1dolatry,—only worſhipping God Almighty agreeably to the 
view in which I moſt fincerely believe—and which I thus 
publicly declare I do moſt fincerely believe—that He has 
revealed Himſelf to us in the ſcriptures. 5 

I believe, that according to the“ determinate connſel of 
« GOD,” from his mere Love, a Saviour was early promiſed to 
fallen Man, that his coming was repeatedly predicted, that he 
had been long expedted, and that * in the fulneſs of time“ 
he appeared as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who had been with the 
Father from of old even from everlafting,” the equal partaker 
of the homage of the angelic hoſts, and equally with the 
Father and Spirit, enjoying celeſtial dignity and felicity : that 
according to Old Teftament types and prophecies, he was 
miraculouſly born of the Virgin Mary,—* grew up a man of 
* ſorrows,” —and, having borne the weight of gnilt, the guilt 
pft all his chofen people, in the garden, —having undergone the 
greateſt indignities and cruelties, He at length without a 
murmur, ſubmitted to be nailed to the croſs for the ſalvation 
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of his people; that on it he © yielded up his ſpirii,”t and thus 
made a compleat vicarious atonement for fin :—that this 
aceurſed death was endured entirely for the ſalvation of thoſe 
who had been given to Him by the Father from eternity in the 
covenant of redemption, and that heir ſalvation was effected 
according to the good pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of 

« the glory of his grace :"(a)—that all for whom Jeſus died 
were © choſen in him before the foundation of the world, that 
they might be holy, and without blame before him in 
ce love.” (b) Vet, that by nature, theſe are all born in ſin, (c) 
„ the children of wrath even as others; until effectually 
attracted by the omnipotent agency of the Holy Spirit, when 
they become a © willing people,” even © in the day of God's 
© power: (d) that then they are conſidered as freely juſtified 
by faith, through the perfect righteouſneſs(e) of the Redeemer ; 
are ſavingly convinced of fin, induced from ſenſible conviction 
of their miſery, (f) to cry out for a Saviour, that they, through 

grace, actually believe the goſpel teſtimony concerning Jeſus, 
to whom they (g)flee as the only refuge provided for guilty 
and Joſt ſinners. „ 

I believe that Chriſt is the (h)head of vital influence to 
all believers, his ſpiritual members, who receive from him 
ſtrength and grace for performing duties, the enduring trials, 
and reſiſting temptations: (i) that all his people are (k)“ kept 

by the mighty power of God through faith to ſalvation,” and 
have from him grace to“ endure to the end, that they may be 
* ſaved.”(1) Still I am perſuaded that whilſt this is their 
lleffed privilege, it is their indiſpenſible duty to attend to the 
commands and exhortations of the Scriptures; fervently to 75 
labor that they abound in all evangelical alice ; that they , 
are bound by the ſtrongeſt of all engagements—the conſtrain- 2 
ing Love of Chriſt—aſliduouſly to cultivate every chriſtian 
duty, and to prove themſelves partakers of a lively faith by a 
holy walk and ſpiritual converſation. And that their obliga- MX 

tions, in this reſpect, have reference to every ſpecies of duty, 

public or private, perſonal or relative; that every chriſtian is 
bound ſo to let his“ light ſhine before men, that they ſeeing 
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+ Sce the original Greek of John xix. Chapter: igth verſe. 


(a) Epheſians i. f ande. (b) Ibid: verſe 4. (c) Pſalm li. verſe 5. 
and Ephes. ii. 3. (d) Pſalm cx. verſe g. (e) Romans ii, 25. 
ard 26. (f) Matt. vin. 25. latter part, and Luke xviii. 19, 
(8) Hebrews vi. 18. and Matthew xvii, 11. (h) Coloſs. ii. 19. 

and Ephes. v. go. (i.) 2 Corin. xii. 9, 10. (k) 1 Peter i. 10. and 

Jude, verle i. (1, Mau. x, £3, | 
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( 23 ) 


« his good works, may glorify his Father who is in Heaven.“ (a) 

I believe that all ceremonzal holineſs of places is at an end, (b) 
but that in every place where the profeſſed followers of Jeſus 
meet together for prayer, praiſe, reading the ſcriptures, hear- 
ing his word, and every office of a religious nature; that ſuch a 
may be properly denominated a Church of Chrift.(c) But, that 
this term, Church, (d) is more peculiarly applied to thoſe who 
openly profeſs ſubjection to Chriſt in the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper.(e)—T believe, that Chriſt has enjoined two plain 
poſitive Ordinances, which are to be obſerved by his people to 


the end of time. The one is Baptiſim, which I think ought to 
be adminiſtered by ſprinkling to the children of believing 


parents,(f)—to adults, upon their firſt converſion to God—if 
never baptized in their infancy—and upon thoſe children in 
general born in chriſtian countries upon the profeſſed faith of 


their parents; (g) as I conceive this ordinance to be an outward 


fign of admiſhon within the external covenant in order that 
they may be afterwards (h)educated in the principles of real 
chriſtianity ; and thus be brought up or God, as they have 


been devoted 7o him. 


The other Ordinance is the Euchariſt or Lord's-Supper, which 
I believe is peculiar to thoſe who give evidence of a knowledge 


of real religion; ſupported by a conſiſtent practice, or holy 


converſation :—That it is to be regarded as an emblem of the 


© precious blood of Chrift ſhed” for fin, and of bis holy body 


« broken” or wounded for tranſgreſſors; (i) and that thus the 
ſervants of Chriſt are called to ſnew their Lord's death till he 


I believe, that in conſequence of the original ſentence(l) 


pronounced by Deity upon the firſt man for his tranſgreſſion, 


the bodies of all mankind are to be brought down to the grave: 
that, immediately upon the diſſolution of the mortal part, the 


releaſed ſpirits of the ſaints are © preſent with the Lord(m)— 


that they are in paradiſe,” in the enjoyment of bliſs ; but 


(a) Matthew v. 15, 16. (b) John iv. 21: et ſeq. (c) See particularly 


Atts xi. 26: and xv. 22 &c. (d) Matthew xvin. 17: | 

(e) Perhaps this dſtinction may be neither rea! nor important, but 
may proceed from the uſual mode of expreſhon amongſt congrega- 
tional Societies. — = 

(f) Matt. xxviii. 19. (g) Adds ii. 39 : ee york ; alſo Acts xvi. 15, 
and gg verſes. (h) Matthew xxviii. 20: former part. (i) Matt. 
xxvi. 26 and 28. Luke xxii. 19 et. ſeq: (k) 1 Corinthians xi. 26, 

(1) Geneſis iii. 19. 2 Samuel xiv. 14. and Hebrews ix. 27. former part. 
(m) Luke x xi. 43. 4 Corin. 5, 8. 


Wi, 


that the ſpirits of finners are immediately ſeparated from all 
their preſent, imaginary enjoyments, yet without any, hope in 
God. n) \ 

I "AV that the dark receſſes of the tomb retain the 
mortal bodies till the clofing ſcene of terreſtrial things ; that 
then they ſhail be raiſed(p) from their duſty beds by © the 
% power of Chriſt,” (q) when © the. voice of the Archangel and 


the truwp of God” ſhall ſound, ſummoning the dead to 


© ariſe and come to judgment :”—that 25 en the ſouls of the 
pious and the impious ſhall be re-united to their reſpective 


bodies, and appear at the tribunal of Jeſus, © the judge of | 


all“ (r) men; that“ in righteouſneſs” he will judge mankind, 
and that his lips will paſs the equitable ſentence which ſhall 


determine the final ſtate of all: -that © the wicked ſhall go 


« away into everlaſting puniſhment,” to endure the merited 
_ diſpleaſure of Deity ; but the righteous into life eternal, to 


be for ever happy with their Lord. That in his preſence they 
will appear as redeemed from fin, from death and hell, alone 
by the merits of the glorious Immanuel, whoſe honored name 
and infinite grace ſhall be ſounded and adored by the ſaved 
myriads of the bleſſed through the countleſs ages of eternity 
Amen. 4 

Theſe are, briefly, the heads of Goſpel-doQrine, or the 


leading views of ſcriptural principles, which this chriſtian 
Society can teſtify have - for nearly theſe fix years paſt—formed 
the baſis of my public miniſtrations.—That, their influence may 


be more abundantly felt upon my heart, more piouſly, 
affectionately and faithfully proclauned by my lips, and eviden- 
ced by my conduct, I earneſtly entreat your prayers, with 


| thoſe of all my dear Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry 


preſent ; that I may © make manifeſt the ſavor of the Goſpel” 


for the glory of our gracious Redeemer, and the general ſpread 
of Religion in this place by the converfion of many ſinners to 
God, and their growing preparation for glory. Amen. 


in) See Proverbs xiv- g2. et al: (p) Daniel xii. 2. John v. 29. 
(q) Revel. xii. 10. 1 Cor. xv. 52. 1 Thes. iv. 16. Revel. xx. 12. 
(*) Heb. xv. part 2g verſe. and AQs xvii. goth verſe. 
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The Confeſſion cloſed, Mr. Gravy added,] 


I believe I expreſs the ſentiments'of my Fathers and Breth- 
ren preſent, when I ſay, you have profeſſed a good profeſſion 
before many witneſſes, We have reaſon to believe that theſe 
truths have been, brought with evidence to your mind and 
energy to your heart: fleſh and blood have not revealed them 
unto you, but the ſpirit of the Lord. We __ in it on 
many accounts. We rejoice to ſee a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt girding on his armour. May you ride proſperouſly in 
the name and ſtrength of the great Captain of our Salvation! 

We congratulate this Church and Congregation. You are 
highly favored of the Lord : Yon have to admire and praiſe 
God's diſtinguiſhing goodneſs: He has not dealt with every 
church and people as with you; you are not as ſheep without 
a ſhepherd, your eyes this day behold your Teachers; here 
* the watchmen join their voice.” May the Lord make bare 
his arm! May it appear from this day,—and in the great 
audit-day, that you have not received the grace of God in vain |! 
Alſo, that © the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds, 
« caſting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
*« itſelf againſt the knowledge of God; and bringing into 
« captivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt !” With 
theſe important ends in view, I invite all the people of God 
preſent, devoutly to join with us in prayer, that the Lord. 
may pour out a double portion of his Spirit on our young 
Brother ; that by his means, the Lord's word may be glorified 
here and elſewhere ! | os | 
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from that noble determination of the Apoſtles, 
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THE 


EXHORTATION. 


My dear Friend and Brother, 5 


YOUR Mind, I doubt not, has been greatly impreſſed 
with the thoughts of the ſolemnities of this day.: You have 
often and earneſtly been looking up to God for ſuitable grace, 
and his ſpecial bleſſing. The ſenſe you diſcover of the 
importance of the work in which you are engaged; and your 
ferious purpoſes as to future duties; cannot fail of giving 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure to the minds of your Brethren and 
Friends who are preſent, 


The undertaking is of great and weighty concern ; but no 
office can be more honourable, than to be employed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, to preach his goſpel, to adminiſter his ordinances, 
inſtrumentally to bring ſouls into his fold; and to train up his 
choſen for glory. 1 wiſh, as I ſuppoſe many others will, 
that you had fixed upon a more fit perſon, for performing this 
part of the preſent ſolemn work ; but as I muſt now proceed, 
bs will believe that what may be delivered ariſes from 

rotherly eſteem, and is only ſpoken with a view of ftirring 
up your mind by way of remembrance. We might poſlibly 
gather ſome pertinent and uſeful refleQions for this occaſion 
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Acts. vi. 4. 1 
We will give ourſelves continually to prayer, and to the 
miniſtry of the word. 


The Converts among the Helleniſt Jews, it appears, were 
highly diſpleaſed becauſe their widows were neglected; the 
diſciples met on the occaſion, and in the 3d verſe, you have 
the advice of the Twelve Apoſtles; which is thus paraphraſed 
by Doddridge, Therefore Brethren, as you eafily ſee how 
inconvenient it would be to ſuffer this care to lie upon us, and 
how inevitably it would render us incapable of attending to 
the important duties of our office, it is our united requeſt to 
you, that you look out from among yourſelves ſeven men, of 
an atteſted character, full of the Holy Spirit, and of approved 
wiſdom, whom we may by common conſent and approbation, 
ſet over this affair; and who may make it their particular 
buſineſs, to attend to the management of it. And we, in the 
mean time, being freed from this great incumbrance, will 
conſtantly attend to prayer, and to the miniſtry of the word, 


which is our grand bufinels, and which we thould be glad to 


proſecute without interruption.” 

I have not occaſion to ſpeak much to you Sir, of the vature 
of prayer; but it may not be amiſs to glance on the ſubject, 
and to take notice of the great eee and glorious effects 
of it. 

Do you not find that by prayer, an intercourſe is kept up 
between God and your ſou]? You find it peculiarly advanta- 


geous, to retire frequently from the world, that you might 


draw near the eternal throne : and what employment can be 
ſo noble? what fituation ſo important? the greateſt honours 


which can be conferred by our fellow-creatures are mean and 


contemptible compared with theſe. Perſevere, and you will 
obtain bleſſings of infinite value ; thoſe communications from 
above, which will at once enrich and felicitate your ſpirit. 
But when prayer is ſecret, it is not to be limited; you will 
take a pleaſure in wreſtling with God, that you might from 


time to time be directed to ſuitable ſubjeQs for your public 


miniſtrations, and to obtain the divine blefling on them; in 
laying the caſes of your friends before the Lord, and paying 
particular attention to thoſe,. which are attended with circum- 

ſtances of particular difficulty or trial, Thoſe perſons who are 
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in diſtreſs of ſoul, will be eſpecially remembered by you: If 


convictions are lately fixed on the minds of any, you will be 


earneſt that the Inprefiige, though ſmarting may prove ſalu- 
tary, may end in the ſaving converfion of the ſoul to God. 
And while you will have reaſon to be thankful, for the grace 
which ſhines in /ome of the Lord's people, you will be called to 
ſympathize with chers, who are ſorely diſtreſſed on ſpiritual 
accounts, and this ſympathy will operate to advantage at the 
throne of grace. There can be no doubt if you thus wait on 
your heavenly Father, but your acquaintance with him will 
greatly increaſe, which muſt be the ſource of ſolid ſatisfaction 
to your mind; you will find his company moſt pleaſant, and 


that you are ſweetly at home with God. And at the ſame 


time, if I may uſe the expreſſion, you will get into his way of 
thinking, there will be a ſimilarity in the objects of choice and 
averſion, your ſoul will experience a gradual and divine 
transformation, a ſpiritual glory will appear upon you, which 
will ſhine to his honour, from whom it is emitted. 
Prayer, you know, is the duty, which has the greateſt 
influence on the chriſtian life. fs 
And is this remark unneceſſary at the preſent time? Is it 
not requiſite, that Miniſters ſhould be exhorted to attend to 
their own ſpiritual concerns, as well as to thoſe of others ? Is 
there not danger while we are preaching to others, we ourſelves 
ſhall be caſt away? That while we are watching the ' vine- 
yards of others our own may be neglected? I believe it poſſi- 
ble, that men may pray apparently like incarnate angels; and 
pooch with the eloquence of Appollos ; that they might long 
raw the attention of multitudes; yea and be very uſeful ; 
and after all be loſt eternally themſelves. Judas, for any thing 
that appears to the contrary, was as acceptable and as uſeful 


a preacher, for a time, as any of our Lord's Apoſtles. Let us 


take care, leſt we get a habit of conſulting the ſacred pages, 


merely to be furniſhed with matter for our public miniſtrations ; 


while we forget that our own ſouls ſhould feed on the import- 
ant and divine truths. By cloſely walking with God in 2zh:zs 
duty, you will be likely to grow in divine love; you will 
contemplate with unſpeakable ſatisfaction the excellencies of 
the divine nature; you will fee ſuch a beauty in the moral 
attributes of Deity, as will draw your heart to him; and 
while you confider his gracious manifeſtations to a lofl world, 
and his diſpenſations to yourſelf in particular, you will find 
gratitude working within you, and ſtirring you up to enquire 


exerciſe of our rational and immortal powers; we are not 


| (.32 1 

iþ what you ſhall render for his benefits. We are all ready to 55 
Ms complain of ſpiritual pride, as the cauſe of much injury to our 5 

by fouls ; for what chriſtian finds himſelf delivered from this 5 
16 dangerous fin ! but will not impreſſive views of God, lay you 15 
ih in the duſt before him, and cauſe you to walk humbly in © his Tok 
1 fight ? Will you not rejoice to have your honour loſt, in the "TOs 
1 beams of the divine glory? your will, ſwallowed up in the will Lies 
15 of God ! We then form the trueſt judgment of ourſelves, when 5 
"i we have the cleareft diſcoveries of God: The chriſtian who 3 
0 plys well the throne of grace, will find himſelf ready for every 1 
. good word and work; bis obedience will be ſteady, uniforin, 3 
"1 and cheerful. | Ee I 
1 There are, methinks, peculiarly weighty reaſons why every 95 
ka Miniſter ſhould give himſelf to prayer. The Bible is before 25 
5 you, one of the moſt important gifts of God to men; it 0 

bl; contains truths infinitely precious, and which concern the 5 
Wh - falvation of ſouls; but when we conſider the word is a copy of Ie 
MN the divine mind, we might eaſily ſuppoſe it has excellencies, wh 
{3 which are not at once diſcovered ; here is full ſcope for the 1 
pl "0 


N likely to reach the true meaning of the Scriptures unaſſiſted by 
[i the Spirit of God; but are taught to expect this help in 
fe - anſwer to prayer. Methinks I ſee you as an empty veſſel, 
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14 placing yourſelf at the fountain of Deity. I follow you into 5 
# your ſtudy, and behold you ſitting there, at the feet of Jeſus. 4 
= I ſee you digging deep into the mines of truth; and as. you : 
1 find your mental vigour begin to fail, or meet with difficulties 

Ro that put you to a ſtand, your eyes are directed upward, devout 

1 aſpirations ariſe, they pierce heaven, and light and ſtrength 

9 ſucceed. You converſe much with God in private, and then, 

94 | what a propriety and pathos are diſcovered in your family 

10 devotious: You come into this ſacred place, in a heavenly 

5 frame and temper; with a heart richly furniſhed with grace, 

i and diſpoſed to lead the devotions of God's people: what hu- 

i} miblity appears in your acknowledgments of fin—how do they 

8 tremble when they hear its malignity confeſſed, and its con- 

$7 fequences deprecated | Your heart is warmed with hallowed 

1 fire, while you entreat the divine favour, and offer praifes for 

1 the goodneſs of God: the flame is ſpread from ſoul to ſoul, 

1 an unuſual influence is felt, ſo that many are conſtrained to 

5 ſay, of a truth God is in this place! In this manner, your 

1 people will better know how they ought Hemſelves to approach 


the throne of God, and how to pour out their hearts before him. 
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I think you will find yourſelf never more fit to converſe with 
your fellow-creatures, than when you conyerſe moſt with God; 
you will then have liberty in ſpeaking, and a bleſſing will 
accompany what is ſpoken ; the law of kindneſs will be in 
your lips, and many will have reaſon to bleſs God on your 
account. Fav | 

You have been long enough in the ſacred Miniſtry, I ſup- 
poſe, to find that this profeſſion 1s attended with peculiar 
difficulties and trials. You will find an imitation of the 


Apoſtle's conduct of great advantage under them. You may 


expect to be tempted like other men, yea, it is not altogether 
improbable, but you might have peculiar trials of this ſort : 
Satan, ſometimes attacks moſt vigorouſly the officers in the 
Lord's army, knowing if he can prevail againſt hem, others 
will be injured by their wounds. He may throw diſcourage- 
ments in your way; or exceedingly diſturb your mind in the 
ſervice of God : but by cloſe and humble waiting on your 
heavenly Father, you will have wiſdom to detect his craft, 


and ſtrength to reſiſt his temptations, and, being reſiſted, he 


will flee from you. You will, we have reaſon to fear, after 
all your care and diligence, find many who turn a deaf ear to 

r heavenly meſſage ; you know it was ſaid to a moſt excel- 
ent Miniſter once, And they come unto thee as the people 
* cometh, and they fit before thee as my people, and they 


* hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their 


* mouth they ſhew much love, but their heart goeth after 
« their covetouſneſs. And lo thou art unto them as a very 
5e lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play 
te well on an inſtrument: for they hear thy words, but they do 
* them not.”* You are not to wonder then, as though ſome 
ſtrange thing happened unto you: at the ſame time we admit 
it is very diſcouraging ; but you are not left without ſupport ; 
you will have reaſon to rejoice in your ow intereſt in God, 
though others oppoſe him ; and if diſcouragements of this ſort 
ſtir you up to cry more earneſtly to him, it will be well with 
yourfetf; nor will you ſeek him altogether in vain for poor 
ſinful men. . EE | 
You are not to wonder, if in the courſe of your miniſtry, 

hex meet with unkind treatment from men; many flights may 

e caft upon yon, and the behaviour of ſome may be affront- 


ing. Under ſuch trials, however, your free acceſs to God 
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will afford you peculiar ſupport : you will have direction, to 
conduct yourſelf in a proper manner, and then, though their 
malignant arrows may graze on your armour, they will not be 
able to wound you. We will give ourſelves continually to 
prayer'—It is added, & and to the Miniſtry of the Word ;” 
which latter clauſe calls for our next attention. Let it be 
your care 


I. To preach the pure Word of God. 


The ſubjects which will come under your conſideration in 
the courſe of your preaching are numerous, and not all of equal 
importance; but there are a few which may be called leading 
themes, which will afford the principal matter of your 
ſermons; and I apprehend there ought to be no diſcourſe deli- 
vered without a regard to one of them. If you defire me to 
mention them in few words, I ſhould anſwer—The depravity 
of human nature—The glory of Chriſt—The riches of the 
covenant And the influences of the Spirit. I call theſe the 
four cardinal ſubjects of a goſpel preacher's miniſtrations. You 
will ſee great reaſon to treat of the ſad apoſtacy of man from 
God: to ſet forth, and to lament, the malignity of that prin- 
ciple within us, which is oppoſed tv God and holineſs : to ſhow 
ſinners the impiety and black ingratitude of their conduct ; and 
to point out the dreadful dangerous conſequences of incurring 
the divine diſpleaſure. You find the Seripture frequently treats 
of this ſubject, aud marks the path of or duty. By pointing 
out the evil nature of fin, you may hope, ſome will be brought 
to ſee their miſery, and to defire ſalvation. | | 

As a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, you will ſee it your duty to 


1 
1 
r 
44 N 
. 
1 1 
» [1 
: 
. T4 
: < 
8 
* 
* 
N. 
4.4 
A 
y 
48) 
Fai 
4.380 
63.880 
Its 
T6 
T2 
443 
1 
Ui 
THY 
Au 
N52 
10 
. 
. 
"I 
. 
* 
13 1% 
1 
17 N 
= i 
po 30 
1780 \ 
"29 
4.4338 
* 4 
ö AM! 
: ** 
e 
$4.38 
l N 
LA ©. 
3X 
N 
8 
IB 
* 
1 
"X08 
i FE 
| : 
2 
N 
- 1 
1 
12 
. 
{i 
* 
„ 
8 
W 
37 
- 4 
4k 
$2268 
* ids 
* * 
43. 45 
33 
- 
Hi 
> 
1 5 
7 i 
4 
1%) 
w \ 
BETH 
$4 [5 
7 
WA >> 
1 * 
i 
WF A ;. 
l 3 3s 
„ 
32/3 
4 * 
4 
1 
Ms. 
£ 
$3 38) 
2.69 
. 
£40 
x 
d 4 
817 
#3; 
17 
4 
N 
* 4 
{Hf 
133 
. 
14 
* 
17 


— 
7 8 
— Hr Be 


2 
— Iow 


— I 8 
n 


— WIE 
r 


— 


Rnd 7 


— 


0 ſet forth his excellence. You will ſet forth his perſonal honours, 
8 as © the effulgent ray of his Father's glory, and the expreſs 
i delineation of his perſon, and upholding the univerſe by the 
1 word of his power.” You will repreſent him as Immanuel, 


"MF. 


God with us—as the King in Zion—the inſtructor of his peo- 
ple—and as the Prieſt, who by his atonement has made ſatis- 
faction for their fins. You will ſet him forth as the great Head 
of influence to his church, from whom they have life, and 
wiſdom—as the true light, who illuminates the ſouls of men 
as the foundation on which their hopes muſt be built—as the 
pearl of great price—and as the refuge or hiding place of fouls 
which have expoſed themſelves to the Almighty's anger by 
their manifold tranſgreſſions. | | | 

'You will alſo take a pleaſure in diſcourſing of the riches of 
God's gracious Covenant. The privileges belonging to thoſe 
who are intereſted in it; of the variety, ſuitableneſs, and full. 
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neſs of thoſe precious promiſes which God has given to his 
church, | 

Yon will repreſent to your hearers, what things are neceflary 
in order that they may enjoy the benefits of the grear redemp- 
tion ; that a change of nature muſt be obtained ; and that this 
is performed by the Spirit of God. You will repreſent the 
nature, defign, and importance of his operations, and you will 
depend on his bleſſing, for ſucceſs in your labours. Thus you 
will preach the pure word of God. 5 | 


\ 


IT. Let your practical preaching be ſtrictly evangelical. 
When we are upon the ſubject of duty, ſays a good writer, 
Chriſt is by no means to be forgotten; for to perſuade men to 
practical godlineſs, is one of the moſt difficult parts of a 
miniſter's work. Men will hear with a curious ſatisfaction a 
ſpeculative diſcourſe ; and with ſome joy attend to the diſplays 
of God's grace; nay, a Felix may tremble when judgment is 
preached ; many indeed. will bear to hear of duty too ; but to 
induce them to practiſe it, Hic /zbor, hoc opus; here we had 
need call in all helps, and take all advantages, which the 
Goſpel as well as the light of nature can furniſh. In other 
diſcourſes, we are rather attacking Satan's out-works, a blind 
and prejudiced underftanding ; in practical ſubjects we aſſault 
Satan's ſtrongeſt fort, a corrupted will: we may gain the 
underſtanding on our fide, and gain ſome ſhare of the 
affections ; but to ſubdue a perverſe will, and make men good 
practical chriſtians, is not ſo eaſy a thing, that we can afford 


to ſpare any motive or quickening conſideration,” - You will 5 


be therefore careful to thew your hearers, that good works 
ſpring from faith in Chriſt, that they are the natural fruits of 
this divine principle; while they are renounced in point of 
Juſtification, yet the believer's heart and life are purified. It 
appears to us, that there can be no truly good works in the 
ſight of God, unleſs a man has faith in Chriſt, for it is neceſſary 
that the tree be good, before its fruit can be ſo. You will 
ſhew, that practical godlineſs is neceſſary, to diſcover our 
gratitude to Chriſt : you will conſider the obligations of men 
to their great Redeemer, for the great love he has ſhown 
them: becauſe he has ſhed his precious blood and poured out 
his ſoul unto death ; you will lead them to obſerve the ends 
and deſigns for which Chrift undertook the office of Mediator, 
that his view was to ſave his people from their ſins, to deſtroy 
the works of the Devil: therefore to live in fin, is to offer the 
greateſt affront to Chriſt, to trample under foot the blood of 


(% ) 


the covenant, and to caſt the greateſt contempt on the moſt 
expenſive love. Though a man may be brought into a ſtate of 
acceptance with God, yet he muſt not think of approaching 
him without a Mediator : no duty we perform, is fit to appear 


|. before God as coming from us; in all our ſervices we are to 
118 plead the merits of Chriſt for acceptance, and of this our 
1 people ſhould be frequently reminded by our preaching. 


1 When a man takes a view of the compaſs of chriſtian duties, 
. perceives his own unfitneſs for them, and finds himſelf 


iy moalefied by the power of ſtrong temptations, he is ready to 
5 cry out who is ſufficient for theſe things? You are to direct 
"mg ſuch perſons from whence they are to expect aſſiſtance, aſſuring 
5 5 them that Jeſus is made ffrengtb, as well as righteouſneſs to 
* bis people; that he is ready to aſſiſt them in the moſt difficult 
=. duties, and that he will crown the conqueror with glory. 
Wl III. Be careful in your preaching to divide the word, ſo as 
li to adopt it to the various caſes of your hearers. ES 
4. A general ſtrain of preaching without any direct aim, is not 
WW - likely to be uſeful. Thoſe. miniſters are commonly moſt 
1 ſacceſsfu] who have the happieſt talent of diſſecting the heart; 
Wi in order to attain this, you muſt ſtudy the human character, be 
0 acquainted with nen as well as with books, and endeavour to 
th know all the avenues of the ſoul; ſtudy for this purpoſe the 
ki workings of your own mind; what ſuits your own experience 
[ q may be ſuitable to the experience of nam others, but not to 
* all; you ſhould therefore make your obſervations on men of 
. different tempers and characters, for what in your own mind 
thy might be aimed at a few will be ſuitable to many, For as in 
11 water face anſwereth to face, ſo the heart of man to man.“ 
7H You will find that fr:ners, though they know their courſes are 
of evil, that they ſtir up againſt themſelves the diſpleaſure of God, 
fa and though their own conſciences diſapprove of their conduct, 
91 yet they buoy up themſelves with hopes; it will be one end 
os - of our miniſtry to undermine theſe hopes, to point out the 
Ie fallacy and danger of them, to ſhew them how abſurd it is 
we for them to expect, they can ng have peace, while they 
1 continue to fight againft God. That it is impoſſible in the 
9 nature of things, with ſuch diſpoſitions they can go to heaven, 
"ti or if they could, that they ſhould reliſh the pleaſures of that 
: + | holy ſtate. However ſtrange it may appear, there are ſome, 
5 who becauſe they can impoſe upon their fellow creatures, act 
„ as though they could deceive God. Happy would it be if we 
1200 | 
'* * Prov, 27, 19. 
0 8 
. 
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had no hypocritical profeſſors in our aſſemblies. But are there 
not ſome to be found, who pay more regard to appearances, 
than to the ſubſtance and eſſentials of religion? Who under a 
cloak of ſanctity, allow themſelves in the practice of ſin? Who 
are very ſolicitous to ſecure the approbation of ſinful dying 
men; but are unconcerned about the favour of the eternal 
God? Is it not too common for men to be proud of their gifts, 
and to value themſelyes on account of their imaginary graces ? 
Is it not too common for profeſſors to cherith an inordinate 
love to this preſent world; and to indulge a cenſorious carping 
temper ? It will be part of your work, to point out the 
deceitful hopes of hypocrites ; to ſhow them, unleſs they repent, 
God will take away their ſouls, will ſtrip off their matks, and 
ſend them to their own place. It will be neceflary for you to 
diſcover by your preaching, the inſufficiency of mere morality. 
The mind of man is prone to err in varions ways : while we 
admire morality, and inſiſt upon it as of prime importance, 
yet we muſt caution men againſt reſting here, and ſhow them 
the neceſſity of a change of heart as well as of life. - 

Yau will pay particular attention to thoſe, who are under 
conviction for fin. Yeu will ſhow them the danger of getting 
rid of their convictions by improper methods. You will point 
out the ways by which Satan endeavours to diftreſs and injure 
ſuch perſohs, and by which he has been too ſucceſsful in his 
attempts againſt many. You will remind them, of the aggra- 
vated guilt they will contract, if they ſtifle their N 
and return, without remorſe, to their vicious courſes; you 
will lay before them every confideration, which might have a 
tendency to encourage them to hope in divine mercy, and to 
fly to the arms of the compaſſionate Jeſus. You will frequently 
meet with forme, in the Lord's flock, who are weak and feeble, 
whoſe caſes will call for particular attention, and who muſt be 
treated with the greateſt care and tenderneſs. It is often 
found that /rcere ſouls are kept in darkneſs for a ſeaſon : there 
are ſome who after they have enjoyed much comfort, are 
ſuffered to fall into great diſtreſs ; they perceive within them 
ſuch fad remains of indwelling fin ; Satan is ſo buſy with his 
temptations, and theſe are'accompanied, it may be, with dark 
diſpenſations of providence, they are ready to write bitter 
things againſt themſelves and to fear they ſhall be baniſhed for 
ever froin the preſence of God: though it is plain to oer, by 
their holy lives, by their fear of fin, by their dread of God's 
diſpleaſure, that they really love him, and that they are 
ſowing in tears to reap a glorious harveſt anon: you remember 
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of whom it is prophecied, He ſhall feed his flock like a 
ſhepherd : he ſhall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his boſom, and fhall gently lead thoſe ' that are with 
young.* It is alſo a part of his work + to bind up the broken 
hearted ; you will tenderly bear with the complaints of ſuch 
perſons, and endeavour to chooſe out words that may be 


acceptable and uſeful to them, and be aſſured the compathonate 
_ Jeſus will remember your labours of love, for ſuch diſtreſſed 


ſouls. Let thoſe who are in a backſliding ſtate, be faithfully 
warned of their danger, and be exhorted to repent, and do 
their firſt works; and if they diſcover ſigns of genuine remorſe, 


let them be reminded of the compaſſions of Deity, and his 


readineſs to receive thoſe who return unto him. Exhort thoſe ' 
who are ſtrong, not to truſt in themſelves, but to exerciſe a 
meek dependence on the Lord Jeſus; to ſympathize with thoſe 
who are in diſtreſs, remembering that they are alſo in the 
body. You will remember thoſe who are borne down with a 
weight of afflictions; and afford them all the aſſiſtance in your 
power. We find the great ruler of the univerſe, diſplays much 
of his glorious character in the diſpenſations of his providence : 
to trace out its various windings; to reconcile its ſeeming 
contradictions, and to ſhow how good might be gathered, 
from events which are moſt painful, will call for the moſt 
diligent attention, and will ſhow, as much as any thing, the 
Scribe who is inſtructed unto the kingdom of heaven.} Thus 


you will adapt yourſelf to the various caſes of your people. 


IV. Let there be a mixture of tenderneſs and feryour .in 
your manner of preaching. The more you imbibe of the 
Spirit of the Goſpel, the farther will you be removed from 
that bitter cenſorious ſpirit, which generateth ſtrife, and 
which is ſo much to be lamented in many profeſſors. There 
is a conſiderable degree of reſpe& due to large aflemblies : 
while you keep at a diſtance from a ſervile fear of man, 
methinks I ſee you ſtanding in this place, diſcovering that 
ſelf-diffidence and amiable modeſty, which will have a ten- 
dency at once to fix the attention, and to conciliate the 
affections of your hearers. Recollecting the authority by which 
you ſpeak, and the importance of your meſſage, you will 
perceive a ſolemnity diffuſed through your ſpirit, and it will 
diſcover itſelf in every feature of your countenance, and in 


* Ia, 40, 11. 1 61, 1. 1 Mat, 13) 52. 
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every part of your ' geſture. When ſpeaking to obſtinate 
ſinners, you will lament over, rather than threaten them: 
You will deal faithfully ; but you will let them ſee this 
faithfulneſs ariſes from benevolence ; and if the tear of com- 
paſſion glitters in your eye, and trickles down your cheek, 
hall call it manly and becoming; it will be filent eloquence 
likely to take great effect. You have been often ſtruck with 
the conduct of your Maſter when he drew near to Jeruſalem ; 
it is ſaid, he beheld the city and wept over it. You will 
be careful of whatever ſubject you treat, to let your people ſee 
that you are in earneſt : you will at times be borne down, as 
it were with the weight of your theme: yet remembering 
that you are ſpeaking tor eternity, anon your ſoul will kindle 
into a ſacred flame, the ardour of your ſpirit will be manifeſted 
by your voice and action; while you will guard againſt every 
thing pedantic or that looks like affectation, your expreſſion 
and the feelings of your ſoul will be in uniſon. I cannot 
ſuppoſe you will be anxious to ſecure to yourſelf human 
applauſe, but you will rather preach ſo as to lead your hearers 
into themſelves ; you would rather hear it ſaid, “ how 11] we 
have lived, than how well he has preached.” Our own feeling 
and appearing to feel, the weight of the truths we deliver, 


3 


will have the beſt tendency to baniſh careleſſneſs and inattention 


from our congregations, and this is the preaching which God 
is pleaſed moſt to own and bleſs. 


V. Increaſe your ſtore of human learning, that you might 
appear with growing advantage in your miniſtry. 
I know it 1s the faſhion with many to decry learning, but. 
von, who know its worth, will diſregard their cenſures. 
Though this, like other uſeful things, be liable to abuſe, yet 


if it be ſanctified, it will be found of excellent advantage. 


Were a Hervsy, a WarTs, or a Doppsipesx, leſs uſeful, for 


their acquaintance with literature and ſcience ? rather was not 


this a mean of extending the ſphere of their uſefulneſs? You 
will think it expedient to increaſe your acquaintance with 
languages, and you will reap the advantage of it in your 
public diſcourſes : I adviſe you to read ſome portion of the 
ſacred ſcriptures daily, in their original tongues. Polite letters 
deſerve a conſiderable ſhare of your attention: ſtile, it has 


been juſtly ſaid, is the dreſs of thoughts, a ſimple neatneſs, and 


a manly decorum, ſhould ever be its characteriſtics, this will 
aſſiſt you much in accompliſhing the important deſigns you 
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have in view: and Ithe rather mention this, becauſe I think - 


many good and uſeful men among ourſelves, are too negligent 
in this reſpe.* 

You will do well, to pay a careful attention to the ſciences ; 
theſe have a wonderful tendency to expand the mind and to 
fill it with grand ideas. I have mentioned Mathematics,“ 
fays the great Locke, as a way to ſettle in the mind a habit 
of reaſoning cloſely, and in train; not that I think it neceſſary 
that all men ſhould be deep Mathematicians; but that having 
got the way of reaſoning, which that ſtudy neceſſarily brings 
the mind to, they might be able to transfer it to other parts 
of knowledge as they ſhall have occafion. For in all ſorts of 
reaſoning, every fingle argument ſhould be managed as a 
mathematical demonſtration, the connection and dependence 
of ideas ſhould be followed, till the mind is brought to the 
ſource on which it bottoms.”* | 

I feel a peculiar ſatisfaction in addreſſing theſe hints to you, 
becauſe I know the foundation is well laid : with due care on 
your part there will be a beautiful ſuperſtructure. | 


—_ N — — ** * * 


*The diſſenters ſtudy divinity at an early age, and if they had united 


the ſtudy of the belles lettres with it in a due proportion, I believe 


their divines would have made a ſtill more honourable appearance 
than they have done, though they are, and ever have been, both 
numerous and reſpeQable. The belles letters enable a man to adorn 
his knowledge, and recommend his writings to general notice. 

— . Dr. Knox. 


* Happy the man, who lays the foundation of his future ſtudies 
deep in the receſſes of ee (* that purifier of the ſoul,” as Plato 
called it,) and in mathematical philoſophy ; compared with whoſe 
noble theories, I make no ſcruple to declare, our claſſical lucubrations 
are mean and groveling, undignified and deſtitute of beauty.—What 
ſubject of human contemplation ſhall compare in grandeur with that, 
which demonſtrates the trajeQtories, the periods, the diſtances, the 
dimenſions, the velocities, and gravitation of the planetary ſyſtem ; 
ſtates the tides ; adjuſts the nutation of the earth, all contemplates the 
inviſible comet, wandering in his parobolic orb, for ſucceſſive centu- 
ries, in but a corner of „ ſpace ? which conſiders, that the 
earth's diameter, of one hundred and ninety millions of miles in length, 
meaning the diameter of its orbit ;] is but an evaneſcent point at the 
neareſt fixed ſtar to our ſyſtem; that the firſt beam of the ſun's light, 
whoſe rapidity is inconceivable, may be {till traverſing the boſom of 
boundleſs ſpace ? Language finks beneath contemplations ſo exalted, 


and ſo well calculated to inſpire the moſt awful ſentiments of the Great 


Artificer !” | | 
WAKEFIELD. 
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VI. Let your general deportment ſubſerve the great ends of 
your preaching. #4 


Remember at all times, that you are a Chriſtian, and a 
chriſtian- Minifter : it is of great importance, that our condu& 
in general, be agreeable to our character. It is a ſad thing, 
when people have reaſon to ſay of their miniſters, they like 
them in the pulpit; but not out of it. We ought in all 
_ reſpects, to be examples to the flock: not only to perform 
public duties well, but alſo thoſe of a domeſtic and private 
nature. As a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, you will imitate his 
example in the private walks of life, as well as in thoſe which 
arte more conſpicuous. - You will accuſtom yourſelf to think 
bumbly of your own abilities and attainments; and you will 
cultivate a benevolent temper towards your fellow-creatures : 
Your Janguage will be correſpondent to the gentleneſs of your 
ſpirit, and your conduct will be remarkable for ſuavity and 
uprightneſs. It is neceſſary, perhaps more than we are aware, 
to pay attention to little things; for things which are ſmall in 
themſelves, may be great in their conſequences. You are not 
to expect that the moſt friendly diſpoſitions, and the moſt 
exemplary conduct, will always meet with a ſuitable return; 
but your religion will teach you to ſuſtain injuries with 
temper, and to forgive the authors of the wrong. We are 
far from recommending, that cringing ſervility, and that 
duplicity of conduct, which often enter into the politeneſs of 
this world; but we think ſterling worth, is capable of a poliſh, 
which might make it more uſeful to ſociety. While you are 
careful to treat all around you with tenderneſs, and are not 
eaſily ſuſceptible of affronts, you will conciliate their eſteem, 
adminiſter to their comfort, and ſecure in a great meaſure, 
your own peace of mind ; you will find many ready to attend 
to you when you open your mouth for inſtruction, and your 
exhortations will have additional weight. When called to 
give a word of reproof, as you ſometimes will, it will probably 
come with a propriety and a force, which will anſwer the 
_ purpoſe without giving great offence. You will be careful, 
I am perſuaded, to maintain a dignity of character in your 
intercourſe with mankind : it will be neceſſary to avoid that 
familiarity with any, which might have a tendency to leſſen 
you in their eſteem) : there is a happy medium to be obſerved, 
between a mean flexibility, and that magiſterial ſtiffneſs which 
always gives diſguſt, 'To appear to advantage in company 1s 
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no mean attainment ; and we find in general, if we are happy 
in ourſelves, others are pleaſed with us. A uniform cheerful 
picty ſhould be the peculiar aim of every goſpel miniſter : this 
ſcems to be our higheſt attainment on this fide the grave. 
Bear with me while I add another exhortation. : 

Let your attention to your minifterial functions be ſteady 
and unremitting. | 

It ſhould be your aim to get an habitually ſerious frame of 
ſpirit, that you might be ready to embrace every opportunity 


of doing good. It is your duty to be inftant in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon, to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-ſuffering 


and doctrine.x Endeavour in your free viſits to your friends, 


to introduce ſomething that may be beneficial to their ſouls. 
Encourage meetings for prayer, in which the gifts of others 
may be exerciſed, and a bleſſing obtained on your labours. 
When you viſit the fick, an opportunity is afforded you to 


deal plainly with their ſouls : then you are called upon to uſe 


creat freedom : diforders often take a ſudden turn, therefore 
no time is to be loſt for adminiſtering friendly and ſalutary 
advice. The little regard with which Death is treated, in 
general, is an awful ſubject of complaint; you have often 
remarked the trifling converſation that is introduced at 
funerals ; this I think, hows the ſad depravity of our nature; 
on ſuch occaſions you will do well, to labour after a peculiarly 
ſerious frame of ſpirit : endeavour to introduce ſomethin 
weighty and important; or if you cannot fucceed in this, 
diſcountenance, by your filence, that converſation which is 
unimportant and trifing. . 8 
If you really delight, as I have no doubt you do, in your 
great Maſter's work, you will not be likely to leave it, though 


you may meet with difficulties and temptations. It appears 


ſtrange to me, how any who have been once engaged in this 
important office, can relinquiſh it; unleſs abſolutely compelled 


to it by God's afflicting hand: Be thou faithful unto death 


and I will give thee a crown of life. f I truſt as your judgment 
grows more and more mature, your zeal will increaſe, you will 
find growing pleaſure. in your work, and that for many many 
vears to come, you will have reaſon to look back upon the 
tranſactions of this day with great thankfulneſs. Thus, Sir, in 
a friendly manner, I have laid before you a few plain hints: 


*o Tim, 2, 4, f Rev. a, 10. 
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I commit them, together with yourſelf, to the bleſſing of God: 

J hope you will long appear in the Church a burning and 

ſhining light; full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, blefled in 
your own ſoul, and a bleſſing to all around you, 


— 


MINISTERS AND PEOPLE 


Unitedly labouring to promote the Succeſs of the 
GOSPEL or CHRIST. 


A SERMON 


Preached at WTIMOUTR, Thurs, Even Apr. 20, 1797. 


- =- =- - Fungar vice cotis, auctum 
% Reddere quæ ferrum valet, exſors ipſa ſecandi ; 
© Munus et officium, nil ſcribens ipſe, docebo.”? 


HoR. DE ART. 
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PII. Iv. 3. 


And I entreat thee alſo, true yoke-fellow, help thoſe women which 
laboured with me in the Goſpel, 


NDEPENDENCE, equally with fſelf-exiſtence, is the 
prerogative of God alone. It is not found among the 
creatures. Whether thoſe celeſtial intelligencies who ſtand 
around our Father's throne of glory, and of whom we know 
little but the name, be independent of each other ; ſuch is the 
ſtate to which fin has reduced ourſelves, that wwe need mutual 
aſſiſtance, and muſt drag on a miſerable exiſtence at beſt, 
without a reciprocation of kindneſs. Yet, ſo numerous and 
tender are the links by which Society is connected, that we 
feel a pleaſure in receiving and returning the obligation. 

The Apoſtle is here gratefully acknowledging the aſſiſtance 
which he received from ſome pious women in promoting the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, Help thoſe women, Ic. Not in the 
public miniſtry of it; from Hat, apoſtolic authority had 
reſtricted ; but, by private viſits to their neighbours ; improv- 
ing the hours of ſocial intercourſe, to recommend the doctrines 
and the duties of the Goſpel to their heathen acquaintance ; 
and in directing and encouraging thoſe, whoſe hearts were 
piouſly affected under public preaching. God has taken 
eſpecial notice in his word, of the piety of his female people. 
Their ſphere is more limited, and their opportunities of 
diſcovering zeal for his glory, are leſs numerous, than thoſe of 
the other ſex. It ſtands recorded to the honour of the Ju 


( 48 ) 


women in the wilderneſs, that they conſecrated their brazen 
looking-glaſles to make the laver of the ſanctuary, Ex. 38, 8. 
When the cowardly diſciples of Chriſt fled, his pious female 
friends adhered cloſe to him, ſympathized in his affliction with 
their tears, and performed the laſt affectionate rites to his corpſe. 
Luke. 23, 27, -55. Priſcilla, with her pions huſband, taught 
Apollos the way of God more perfectly, Acts. 18, 26. Would 
to God, that Miniſters had ſuch. helpers now ! We ſhould. 
rejoice in our reſpective Congregations, to contemplate pions” 
women labouring with ourſelves to promote the ſucceſs of the 
Goſpel. But, theſe things by the way. 19 55 

Whom the Apoſtle intends by © true yoke- fellow,“ is not 
eaſy to determine. Some ſuppoſe, Epaphroditus, the Miniſter 
of this Philippian Church, Chap. 2, 25. Others, becauſe the 
word is of the common gender, and the object of the direction, 
WWomen, ſuppoſe, ſome pious female; perhaps, the Apoſtle's 
wife ; but the adjective being maſculine, determines againſt 
this. © Help thoſe women ;” the word © Women” is not in 
the original, but properly ſupplied, the pronoun and article 
being feminine. ah | 

The obvious idea is, That even thoſe who are excluded 
from the public miniſtry of the word, may yet labour with 
Miniſters in promoting its ſucceſs. And, That it is the duty 
of Miniſters to help ſuch.” Let this fimple obſervation divide 
our hre Do 1 


I. « Even thoſe,” &c. as above. 


1. When they exert themſelves in the varions methods tha 
ſubſerve the deſign of the Goſpel. As, | 


1.) By the religious inſtruction of their own families. Piety, 
as well as Charity, begins at home, 1 Tim. 5, 4. Children, 
and other domeſtics, are equally under the care of Miniſters, 
with their parents. But Miniſters” are not always in their 
people's families, nor have they authority over the children, 
nor opportunities, as thoſe, under whoſe wing they grow up. 
Parents can watch the ont-breaking of vice, can put ther on 
prayer and reading, and ſee that they attend to it, when 
Miniſters cannot. They can communicate religious knowledge 
as their capacities expand, and thus, as it were, prepare the 
{oil for the ſeed of religious inſtruction in public ; and open the 
underſtanding to comprehend the obſervations, cautions, doc- 
trines, and explanations of the pulpit. How much of the work 
of Miniſters in explanation would be ſaved, and how familiar 


(49) 


to the rifing generation would be religious truths, if heads of 
families would ſeriouſly engage in this important taſk | Such 
an one was Abraham, Gen. 18, 19. Joſhua, 24, 15. 
Such was, the family of Boaz, Ruth. 2, 4. The holy child 
Jeſus at twelve years was able to aſk and anſwer pertinent 
queſtions in religion; no doubt, through the pious inſtructions 
of Joſeph and Mary, Luke. 2, 46, 47. 

2.) By embracing proper occaſions of ſuggeſting religions 
hints to their neighbours. In the ſmalleſt country village there 
are many ſouls, with whom Miniſters have no opportunity in 
all their lives, of converſing. We have no merchandize, nor 
ſecular bufineſs, to need their cuſtom, or einploy their hands. 
And ta, no opportunity of addreſs. But the people have many. 
All the walks of public life abound with company ; and the 
change of the weather, local events, the death or fickneſs of 
neighbours, removals, acceſſions, ſeaſons, and the news or 
politics of the day, afford apt occaſions to a ſerious mind to 
drop a word concerning God and the ſoul. This is to labour 
with, Miniſters for the ſalvation of ſouls. How often has God 
owned the zeal of his people in this covert way of preaching, 
by making it the beginning of religious impreſſions ? Thouſands 
of ſouls now in glory, owe their firſt converſion to ſuch occaſional 
words. Out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water.” 
“Lips of the righteous feed many.” So the promiſe, Ezek. 34, 
26. Example of Chriſt; his walk with the two diſciples, 
Luke. 24, 17. Converſe with Nicodemus,. John. 3, 2. &c. 
with the Samaritaneſs, Ch. 4. So he improved the barren fig 
tree, the tribute-money, the loſt ſheep, waſhing of the hands, 
a friendly repaſt, and many more common occurrences, to 
ſuggeſt ſacred inſtruction. 1 a 5 

3.) By ſetting a good example. This preaches with the 
livelieſt tone, and with the moſt commanding authority, the 
precepts of the Goſpel. A good example is a goſpel- ſermon to 
thoſe who never attend the dictates of the pulpit. When the 
truths and doctrines of the Goſpel of Chriſt are exemplified in 
the character and conduct of Chriſtians; when their lives are 
governed by religious integrity, and themſelves are patterns of 
undiſſembled piety, men may be allured to enquire, What 
can that ſyſtem be, which they ſee thus delineated ? Here, 
Profeſſors, you ought all to be preachers. Thus you, will 
| preach your Miniſfters' ſermons over again, with double advan- 

tage. Thus the exhortation to believing waves, I Pet. 3, 1, 2. 
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Such was the example of Daniel, Ch. 6, 5. © Let your light 
„ fo ſhine,” Kc. See 1 Pet. 2, 12, 15. and 3, 16. 

2. By uniting with their Miniſters in every ſcheme that may 
promote the ſucceſs of the Geſpel. We truſt, that our eye is 
fingle to the glory of God, and our hearts warm for the con- 
verſion of our fellow- men. We are willing to lay out ourſelves 
in every thing tbat may advance theſe. Our minds, at times, 
ſuggeſt various plans that carry a pleafing aſpect to the attain- 


ment of this end. But, if the whole labour and expence lie on 
ourſelves, they muſt fail. Now, Brethren, if yo labour with 


us, and God ſmile on us, our endeavours are like to ſucceed. 
Thus, in our Aſſociations as miniſters ; in uniting with pions 
friends in London, to eſſay the converſion of the Heathen ; in 
diſtributing religious books among unconverted neighbours ; 


in opening places of worſhip in villages, or populous hamlets ; 


if you enter, with us, into ſuch deſigns, and help us to bear 
the difficulty and burden, what may not be done? So the 
people ſeconded the zeal of 'David in oblations for the temple, 
1 Chr. 29, 5, &c. The zeal of Hezekiah in reſtoring ſacrifices, 
celebrating the paſſover, and deſtroying idolatry, 2 Chr. 29, 
31, 35, 36, and 30, 2, 4, 5, and 31, 1. So they united with 
Nehemiah in building the wall, Ch. 2, 18. in reforming abuſes, 
Ch. 5, 10, 12, 13. And in covenant-engagement to God, 
Ch. 10, 1, 28. &c. | 

3. By inviting unconverted ſouls to hear the. Goſpel. Alas 
how little zeal have moſt Profeſſors here ! They can ſee their 


neighbours ſabbath after ſabbath turn their back on. the only 
inſtruction that can ſave the ſoul, without even the feeble 


effort of a word of invitation ! We who preach, cannot well 


give the invitation, without a breach of modeſty ; left it be 
. conſtrued, © Come, and hear zs.” But, with what propriety 
may our people ſpeak to their neighbours of the ſeriouſneſs of 


our inſtruction, and the zeal of our hearts for the converſion of 
ſinners; and thus excite their curioſity to attend on the word. 
My dear hearers, were you but wiſe and active to embrace 
ſuch opportunities, how many ſouls might you place under the 
ſound of the Goſpel, and thus be the inſtruments of their ſaving 
converſion to God ! Though a thouſand invitations might be 
given in vain, one ſoul in this way ſavingly brought home to 
Chriſt, would well repay. May God enable you to take the 
hint now. Thus did Andrew, John, 1, 41. Philip, ver. 45. 


and the converted Samaritaneſs, Ch, 4, 29. So the prophecy, 
Zech. 8, 21. Iſa. 2, 3, 
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4. By praying for them. * Brethren, pray for us, ſaid the 
great Apoſtle Paul. Our work is arduous, our difficulties 
many, our account is ſolemn. We are expoſed to the ſame 
temptations, and are compaſſed with the ſame infirmities as 
you. We are ready to rejoice and weep with you; and, with 
the Apoſtle, Now we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord.“ 
We know, that our own prayers help us on in our work; and 


we wiſh for the aid of your's. We never forget you. Your 


affectionate remembrance of us before the throne, is a debt of 


duty, of love, of retaliation. Vourſelves will ſpeed the better, 
if God hear. 


II. The duty of Miniſters, to © help” ſuch Ns 
1. By a judicious expoſition of goſpel doctrine and duty. 


The people have not leiſure to conſult folios, and ſtudy laboured 
ſyſtems of divinity. It is the buſineſs of Miniſters to do theſe. 


As the induftrious bee imbibes from every flower, and turns its- 
labours into honey; or, as the clouds abſorb moiſture from 


every quarter, and diſtill their contents in refreſhing rain: ſo, 
when we are enabled to preſent the fruit of ſtudy in plain and 


evangelical diſcourſes, in juſt and familiar expoſitions, the 
underſtandings of the people are opened, and from our labours 
they can communicate religions inſtruction to others. Let 

our animating thought be, to make the people wiſer and 
better in every ſermon. It is ſaid of Appollos, He helped 
them much, which had believed through grace,” Acts. 18, 


27, 28. See 2 Tim. 2, 2. 


2. By holding up their example to more languid profeſſors. 
Conſcious ſuperiority is a noble ſtimulus. To keep the ground 
which we have gained, and, © not to loſe the things which 
% we have wrought.” will often call forth great exertions. 
Here they are innocent, they are laudable. When any of our 
people are eminent for their zeal in the cauſe of Chriſt, and 
labour with us, in any of the ways before mentioned, to 
promote the converſion of their neighbours—to hold up. their 
example, may at once enkindle zeal in the cold breaſts of 
others, and animate themſelves ſtill to go on in their pious 
endeavours. So the Lord propoſes the example of his father to 
Solomon, 2 Chr. 7, 17, 18. So the examples of former ſaints 
are propoſed to us, Jam. 2, 21, 23. 1 Cor. 10, 32, 33. Zech. 
1, 6. Heb. 6, 12. Bi | | | | 

3. By ſetting before them the noble animations of the 
Goſpel. We need them ourſelves, to ſupport us amidſt our 
dithculties and diſcouragements, and thoſe languiſhments of 
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heart which want of ſucceſs in our work, frequently creates, 
Such are, the worth of the foul, One ſoul weighs down the 
whole material univerſe. The eternal ſalvation of one ſoul is 
of infinitely greater importance than the temporal ſalvation of 
millions of worlds. Yea, the converſion of one foul may, in 
its conſequences, lead to the converfion of a thouſand. Would 
to God, that we eould ever preach with this idea before our 
eyes! Again, the approbation of Chriff, What a pleaſing 
welcome will he give to his people, whether Miniſters or not, 
who have exerted themſelves to promote the converfion of 


their fellow men | What a large reward of glory awaits thoſe 


who are wiſe to win ſouls, and who, inftrumentally, turn 
many to righteouſneſs. As goſpel miniſters are repreſented 
nearer the throne than even the angels, (Rev. 4, 6, 9, 10. and 
5; 6.) ſo, no doubt, a proportionate reward is laid up by the 
righteous judge, for all his people who have been active and 
zealous for him in the world. Think of this, my reverend 
Brethren ; think of it, my own ſoul, when we ſpeak in the 
name of God | May it ftretch every nerve of holy diligence, 
and warm our hearts with ſeraphic zeal in the beſt of cauſes ! 

4. By cheerfully engaging with them in all their labours of 
love. Far from every Miniſter of Chriſt be that ſelfiſh ſpirit, 
which refuſes to co-operate, where we have not the honour of 
the invention. If the liberal ſouls of our people deviſe a way 
for the more effeCtual ſpread of the knowledge of the Redeemer 
in our ſpheres, let us, in the name of God, add our beſt. 
exertions ; and count it our higheſt honour to follow, whoever 
leads the way, to advance the intereſt of Jeſus. The weight 
of glory will reſt on his ſhoulder, not, who coolly ſuggeſted 
what ſpiritual indolence forbade to execute ; but, who called 
all his powers to a vigorous accompliſhment. © To them who 
by patient continuance in well doing, &c. God is not 
* unrighteous to forget your work of faith, and labour of 
6e love.” | = = 


IMPROVEMENT. 


Let miniſters and people be, from hence, excited to holy 
diligence. Conſider, Ry 

1. The importance of the object. The glory of the Redeemer ; 
of that Redeemer, whoſe perſon, work, and glory, ſhould be 
infinitely dear to us. He has wept and bled for the ſalvation of 
fouls ; and in every inſtance of their converſion, he ſees, with 
infinite ſatisfaction, the travail of his own ſoul. In our aim 
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let us promote that ſatisfaction. A principal part of his 
mediatorial glory is the final happineſs of his redeemed; our 
endeavour after that happineſs in their converſion, is the 
promotion of his glory. | | 

2. The worth of ſouls. The human ſoul is the noble 
image of its Maker, that this lower world affords. Its capaci- 
ties and powers fit it for everlaſting duration, When ages, 
tranſcending the enurneration of the higheſt ſeraph, are all 
revolved, the human ſoul will endure, and feel its capacities 
for happineſs or miſery ever vigorous and young. The eternal 
ſalvation of ſuch a being, words cannot expreſs it, nor thought 
duly conceive it. But, without its converſion to God, its 
ſalvation can never be accompliſhed. 

3. How ſhort our time is. A few years more, and all our 
opportunities of uſefulneſs to our fellow-creatures will be over 
for ever. Our buſy heads can no more contrive, nor our active 
hands execute, any plans for their good. Death will ſeal our 
lips in filence, unbroken * till the heavens be no more.” But 
the ſouls for whom we labour, muſt exiſt for ever. Their 
_ preſent day of grace, and our occaſions of promoting their 
everlaſting happineſs, are faſt cloſing. Every clock that ſtrikes, 
is abridging our opportunities of ſervice. Then, like our Lord, 
*« I muſt work the works,” &c. John. 9, 4. Eccl. g, 10. 

4. Conſider it as a debt of gratitude to Chriſt for our own 
converſion. Are we called by grace; know the worth of our 
own ſouls : live ander a ſacred impreſſion of eternal things ? 
They are equally capable. How can we better requite the 
Lord for favours ſo unmerited, next to the obedience and 
holineſs of our own lives, than by eſſaying the converſion of 
our fellow men! Pleaſing ſatisfaction on a dying pillow, to 
have accompliſhed it in a degree]! Therefore, my beloved 
** brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
_ © the work of the Lord, for as much as you know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord,” 1 Cor. 15. ult. | 


END. 
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heart which want of ſucceſs in our work, frequently creates, 
Such are, the worth of the foul, One ſoul weighs down the 
whole material univerſe. The eternal ſalvation of one ſoul is 
of infinitely greater importance than the temporal ſalvation of 
millions of worlds. Yea, the converſion of one foul may, in 
its conſequences, lead to the converſion of a thouſand. Would 
to God, that we could ever preach with this idea before our 
eyes! Again, the approbation of Chriff, What a pleafing 
welcome will he give to his people, whether Miniſters or not, 
who have exerted themſelves to promote the converſion of 
their fellow men ! What a large reward of glory awaits thoſe 
who are wiſe to win ſouls, and who, inftrumentally, turn 
many to righteouſneſs. As goſpel miniſters are repreſented 
nearer the throne than even the angels, (Rev. 4, 6, 9, 10. and 
5; 6.) ſo, no doubt, a proportionate reward is laid up by the 


_ righteous judge, for all his people who have been active and 


zealous for him in the world. Think of this, my reverend 


| Brethren ; think of it, my own ſoul, when we ſpeak in the 


name of God! May it ſtretch every nerve of holy diligence, 
and warm our hearts with ſeraphic zeal in the beſt of cauſes ! 

4. By cheerfully engaging with them in all their labours of 
love. Far from every Miniſter of Chriſt be that ſelfiſh ſpirit, 
which refuſes to co-operate, where we have not the honour of 


the invention. If the liberal ſouls of our people deviſe a way 


for the more effectual ſpread of the knowledge of the Redeemer 
in our ſpheres, let us, in the name of God, add our beſt 
exertions ; and count it our higheſt honour to follow, whoever 
leads the way, to advance the intereſt of Jeſus. The weight 
of glory will reſt on his ſhoulder, not, who coolly ſuggeſted 
what ſpiritual indolence forbade to execute; but, who called 
all his powers to a vigorous accompliſnment. To them who 


by patient continuance in well doing, &c. God is not 


* unrighteous to forget your work of faith, and labour of 


love. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


Let miniſters and people be, from hence, excited to holy 
diligence. Conſider, 1 | „ 

1. The importance of the object. The glory of the Redeemer; 
of that Redeemer, whoſe perſon, work, and glory, ſhould be 
infinitely dear to us. He has wept and bled for the ſalvation of 
{ſouls ; and in every inſtance of their converſion, he ſees, with 
infinite ſatisfaction, the travail of his own ſoul. In our aim 
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let us promote that ſatisfaction. A principal part of his 
mediatorial glory is the final happineſs of. his redeemed ; our 
endeavour after that happineſs in their converſion, is the 
promotion of his glory. FER 

2. The worth of ſouls. The human ſoul is the noble 
image of its Maker, that this lower world affords. Its capaci- 
ties and powers fit it for everlaſting duration, When ages, 
tranſcending the enurneration of the higheſt ſeraph, are all 
revolved, the human ſoul will endure, and feel its capacities 
for happineſs or miſery ever vigorous and young. The eternal 
ſalvation of ſuch a being, words cannot expreſs it, nor thought 
duly conceive it. But, without its converſion to God, its 
ſalvation can never be accompliſhed. 

3. How ſhort our time is. A few years more, and all our 

opportunities of uſefulneſs to our fellow-creatures will be over 
for ever. Our buſy heads can no more contrive, nor our active 
hands execute, any plans for their good. Death will ſeal our 
lips in ſilence, unbroken * till the heavens be no more.” But 
the ſouls for whom we labour, muſt exiſt for ever.' Their 
_ preſent day of grace, and our occaſions of promoting their 
everlaſting happineſs, are faſt cloſing. Every clock that ſtrikes, 
is abridging our opportunities of ſervice. Then, like our Lord, 
« I muſt work the works,” &c., John. 9, 4. Eccl. 9, 10. 
4. Conſider it as a debt of gratitude to Chrift for our own 
converſion. Are we called by grace; know the worth of our 
own ſouls : live under a ſacred impreſſion of eternal things? 
They are equally capable. How can we better requite the 
Lord for favours ſo unmerited, next to the obedience and 
holineſs of our own lives, than by eſſay ing the converſion of 
our fellow men! Pleafing ſatisfaction on a dying pillow, to 
have accomplithed it in a degree! Therefore, my beloved 
** brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
** the work of the Lord, for as much as you know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord,” 1 Cor. 15, ult. 


* 


END. 
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